
R omans 1:22–23
[22] Claim-

ing to be wise, 
they became fools, [23] 
and exchanged the glory 
of the immortal God 
for images resembling 
mortal man and birds 
and animals and creep-
ing things. (ESV)

I remember my father 
saying to me when I 
was a child, “Use your 
head for more than a hat 
rack.” Have you ever 
heard someone talk and 
wonder what they were 
actually using their head 
for? Paul is talking here 
about those men who 
have rejected the knowl-
edge of God. They may 
claim to be wise, but 
rejection of God leads to 
utter foolishness.

In the Old Testa-
ment we read of all the 
Canaanite tribes who 
followed after various 
idols. These idols were 
often images of some 
kind of animal. They 
gave glory to that which 
represented the creation, 
rather than worshiping 
the Creator himself. We 
read of how men and 
women worshiped idols 
and wonder how they 
could be such fools. It 
starts by rejecting the 
knowledge of God.

In most of our “cul-
tured” society we do not 
see people worshiping 
idols made of wood 
or stone. Yet, I would 
argue that many are still 
following various idols. 
Many of the atheists in 
our scientifi c community 
worship the universe 
itself. Rather than ac-
knowledge the Creator 
they simply worship 
the creation. This is 
pure folly. As wonderful 
as the universe is, it is 
dwarfed by the glory of 
its creator.

Where else might we 
fi nd idols? In Western 
culture we worship 
the idols of material 
wealth and our careers. 
You are only consid-
ered a success if you 
have achieved a certain 
level of income. When 
it comes to careers we 
worship at the idol of 
promotion and power. 
Even in the church 
we fi nd that people 
are many times more 
concerned with idols of 
greed.

Use your head for 
more than a hat rack. 
Acknowledge God in 
every aspect of your 
life. Give him glory and 
allow him to lead your 
every decision. Rejecting 
the knowledge of God is 
the fi rst step of folly.

Please come and 
worship with us at First 
Baptist Church of Troy 
or East Troy Baptist 
Church. Go to www.
troybaptistchurches.
com for more informa-
tion about our churches.  
East Troy meets at 9:30 
a.m. (Route 6, East Troy), 
Troy Baptist meets at 11 
a.m. (579 Canton Street, 
Troy). We also have an 
online service available 
at our website every 
week. Please join us!
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“Do everything 
without 
complaining 

or arguing, so that you 
may become blameless 
and pure, children of 
God without fault in a 
crooked and depraved 
generation, in which 
you shine like stars in 
the universe,” Philippi-
ans 2:14-15. 

What a challenge this 
passage gives you as a 
Christian. At one point 
or another most every-
one complains about 
something. It seems 
human nature will 
always fi nd something 
to be dissatisfi ed with 
and end up complaining 
about it. For example; 
the weather is too hot 
or too cold or it’s too 
dry or there is too much 
rain or too much snow. 
Or you may complain 
about the neighbors and 
the way they do things. 
Or it might even be 
your boss or job. But as 
a Christian you are to 
“do everything without 
complaining.” In fact, in 
another Scripture, it tells 
you that whatever you 
are doing, do it as if you 
are doing it to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. It is some-
thing that defi nitely has 
to be worked at daily in 
order to accomplish it.

Paul does not stop 
there. He adds “argu-
ing.” There are those 
who will argue just 
for the sake of arguing 
but this is not what a 
Christian is to do. You 
may win the argument 
but, in the end, you 
will have lost the battle. 
Being argumentative 
for the sake of arguing 
about something only 
puts more fuel on the 
fi re. It will bring divi-
sion instead of the unity 
which is what the Lord 
Jesus Christ prayed for 
as it is recorded in the 
seventeen chapter of the 
Gospel of John.

 Unity is the theme 
along with being joyful 
for the book of Philip-

pians. Paul knew there 
were many things that 
could keep the Church 
from being one in Christ. 
This is why he gave the 
instructions that you 
have looked at so far. He 
gives a reason for this 
also, “so that you may 
become blameless and 
pure.” If you do some-
thing on purpose to hurt 
someone because they 
hurt you or to get even; 
these actions are not 
being blameless. You are 
not perfect but if you are 
striving to be pleasing to 
the Lord than His Spirit 
will guide and direct 
your thoughts and ac-
tions. To be “blameless”
is described in the World 
English Dictionary as 
not being responsible 
for something wrong 
or unfortunate that has 
happened. If you are 
living your life in this 
way as a Christian than 
those who are trying to 
discredit you will not 
be able to do so. Your 
life is “pure” because 
you have been cleansed 
by the blood of Christ. 
The result is that you 
are “children of God.” 
They will not be able to 
fi nd any “fault” in you. 
Those who accused you 
will be found to be bear-
ing false witness. 

You live “in a crooked 
and depraved genera-
tion.” If the world was 
in such a state when 
Paul wrote this letter 
then you are in a much 
worst state now. The cor-
ruption you see going on 
around you has become 
much worst in the last 
fi fty years. The world 
is spiraling away from 
God at a fast pace. You 
can see it in your own 
country in how there 
are many who want any 
reference to God taken 
away and some would 
go as far as to make it 
illegal to say anything 
about God. This be-
comes the very reason 
that as Christians you 
must “shine like stars in 
the universe.” As Jesus 
puts it you must let your 
light shine to draw oth-
ers to Him. Light is what 
shows you the wrong 
and those who are doing 
the wrong; they do not 
want the light around. 
Each star shines differ-
ently so each Christian 
will be different but you 
must let your light shine. 

CAREFULLY 
THINK ABOUT HOW 
YOU ARE LIVING A 
BLAMELESS LIFE; 
LETTING YOUR 

LIGHT SHINE FOR 
JESUS!

Think about this by Eric Smith

EVANGELIST 
ERIC SMITH

D id you know 
that…A cat has 
32 muscles in 

each ear? A cockroach 
can live several weeks 
with its head cut off?  
Mosquitoes have teeth?  
In space, astronauts 
cannot cry?  Fingernails 
grow nearly four times 
faster than toenails?  
Armadillos are the only 
other animal besides 
humans that can get 
leprosy, or that Babe 
Ruth wore a cabbage 
leaf under his hat to 
keep him cool and that 
he changed it every two 
innings?  These are in-
teresting facts, but in the 
end…so what?  There 
are no feal life applica-
tions in them, (unless 
you want to try cab-
bage leaves in baseball 
games).

Did you know…that 
Christianity is NOT a 
religion?  At least not in 
the sense of, “Practic-
ing” religion.  Unlike the 
majority of beliefs in the 
world, Christianity is a 
relationship with God.  
It’s not so much based 
on what you do, but 
who you know.  Most 
others involve actions or 
practices, plus faith.  In 
a way, trying to EARN 
your way to Heaven, or 
a better reincarnation, or 
whatever the proposed 
end result.  What if you 
know a lot about God?

I know a fair bit 
about our president, 
but I don’t KNOW him.  
Knowing about God is 
not the same as KNOW-
ING Him either.  God 
certainly wants us to 
know about Him and 
His word, (The Bible), 
but He is most interested 
in us knowing Him per-
sonally, (The creator of 
the universe, wow!).  So 
how does this work? 

Perhaps you have 
heard that in order to 
become a Christian, 
(follower of Christ) that 
you need to, “ask Him 
into your heart.”  This 
is really The Holy Spirit 
entering you and chang-
ing you inside.  When 
this happens, the two-

way communication, or 
relationship begins.  This 
in today’s vernacular, 
is a real game changer!  
And by the way, “Not 
everyone who says to 
me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will 
enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but only the one 
who does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven. 
Jesus Matt. 7/21 If not, 
“Then I will tell them 
plainly, ‘I never knew 
you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!” Jesus Matt. 
7/23.  The twelve inches 
between our head and 
heart can be a really, re-
ally long space for some.  
Do you really KNOW 
God?    Do you want 
to?    Something to think 
about…

Here are some inter-
esting announcements 
from church bulletins:  
For those of you who 
have children and 
don’t know it, we have 
a nursery downstairs.  
At the evening service 
tonight, the topic will be, 
“What is Hell?”  Come 
early and hear our choir 
practice!  Ladies, don’t 
forget the rummage sale.  
It’s a chance to get rid of 
those unwanted things 
around the house.  Don’t 
forget your husbands.  
Ladies Bible study will 
be held Thurs. morning 
at 10 am.  All ladies are 
invited to lunch in the 
fellowship hall after the 
BS is over.  Low self es-
teem support group will 
meet Wednesdays at 7 
p.m.  Please use the back 
door.  The eighth grad-
ers will be presenting 
Shakespeare’s, “Hamlet” 
Fridays at 7 p.m. in the 
church basement.  The 
congregation is invited 
to attend this tragedy.

Who says church 
can’t be fun?  Lighthouse 
of Faith, 141 E. Main St. 
Canton.  Each Sunday, 
adult lessons start at 
9:30 a.m., followed by 
the worship service at 
10:30 (also on Facebook 
live-Lighthouse of Faith 
Canton). It’s friendly 
and free.  Until next 
time, look up and smile!   

Victory Church 
645 E. Main St., 
Troy, PA 16947
570-297-1060

Sunday’s 9 a.m. & 11 
a.m., Wednesday’s 6:30 

p.m.

Building 103 Church
7 E. Union St., Canton
Sunday Service, 10 a.m.

 www.building103.org
Mike Gaiotti, 

570-250-7205

Calvary Alliance 
Chapel

12676 Rt. 14 North
Pastor John Ishler

570-250-5068
Sun. School: 9:30 a.m.

Worship: 10:45 a.m. 
7:30 p.m. 

prayer meeting 

Canton 
Ecumenical 

Parish 
103 N. Center St.

Worship Sun. at 11 a.m.

Canton 
Seventh-Day

Adventist Church
Corner of E. 

Union & Elm St.
Pastor Mark Cockerham

503-409-0759
pastormarkcockerham@

gmail.com
Saturday Sabbath: 

9 a.m. 
Sabbath School: 

10:30 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 3 p.m. 

Thursdays

Church of Christ
(Disciples of Christ)

170 N. Minnequa,  Ave. 
 Canton

Pastor Nancy Beahm
Sunday School 9 a.m.

Worship 10:15 a.m.
570-673-5796

Coryland Baptist/
Presbyterian

Hickory Rd, Coryland
Worship: 10:45 a.m.
Worship & Kids Own 
Worship 10:45 am

East Canton
United Methodist 

Pastor Michele 
Somerville 

570-673-5200
Praise/Prayer: 10:15 
a.m. Worship: 10:30 

a.m.

East Troy Baptist 
Church

Rt. 6, East. Troy
Worship service:

 9:30 a.m.

West Burlington
United Methodist 
Pastor Helen Learn

570-721-1009
Sun. Worship: 9 a.m.

Faith Baptist Church
3451 Rt. 414, Canton
Sun. School: 9:45 a.m. 

Worship: 11 a.m. 
Evening Service: 6 p.m. 
John Lattimer, Pastor

Faith Community Unit-
ed Methodist Big Pond 

Location (Oct.-Mar.)  
Wetona Location 

(Apr.-Sept.)  
(Wetona/Mt.Pisgah 

St. Park Rd.) Worship 
Service: 10:15 a.m. 

Children's Sun. School: 
10:15 a.m.

Pastor Jennifer Wolf

Fassett Baptist 
Rt. 14, Fassett

Sun. Meet & 
Greet:10:30 a.m. Sun. 

Worship: 11 a.m.

Springfi eld 
Baptist Church

3093 Springfi eld Road, 
Columbia Cross Roads

Worship  10 a.m. 
Sunday School 8:45 

a.m. Wednesday 
Prayer 7:30 p.m.

570-297-3111

Grace Community 
Church

Bradley Hall, Columbia 
Cross Roads

Worship: 10 a.m.
Pastor Dylan Pepper

St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church

130 Elmira St., Troy
Holy Eucharist, Sun.: 
10:30 a.m. Reverend 

Mother Hazel Hunt

Ward United 
Methodist Church

Worship, Sun.: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. School: 10:45 a.m.

Windfall United 
Methodist Church

Windfall Road, 
Granville Summit
Worship: 8:45 a.m.
Pastor Josh Yorks

Holy Trinity 
United Methodist

Canton Street, Troy
Worship  10:15 a.m. 

570-297-3070
Pastor is Joshua Yorks.

Troy Baptist Church
579 Canton St., Troy

Pastor Kevin Zufall
570-371-8432  

Sunday School - 9:30 
a.m., 

Worship - 11 a.m.   kev-
inleezufall@gmail.com, 
www.everydaydevotion.

org

Granville Center 
Church Of Christ

Sun. School 9:45 a.m.
Worship 10:45 a.m.

First Christian 
Church Of Alba

(Disciples Of Christ)
74 Church Drive, Alba
Sun. School: 9 a.m.

Worship: 10 a.m.
Assoc. Pastor: Charlotte 

Morse 
570-673-8262

Gillett Baptist Church
Route 14, Gillett

Pastor Micky Cavana-
ugh,

  570- 596-2175
Sun. School: 9 a.m.
Worship: 10:15 a.m.

Grover 
Church of Christ

Sun. Worship: 9:45 a.m.  
Sun. School 11 a.m. 

Sun. Youth Group  6:30-
8 p.m.

LeRoy 
Independent 

Baptist Church
301 Mill Street Canton 
Sunday School   10 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.

Pastor: Ron Bly
570-364-5262

libc@frontiernet.net

Lighthouse Church
125 E Main St, Canton

570-673-5912
Pastor Sean Tymeson
Prayer 9 a.m., Worship 

10:30 a.m., Sermon 
11 a.m., Light the Fire 

regional worship service 
every third Monday of 

the month 7 p.m. All are 
welcome

New Life Church
299 McMurray Rd., 

Canton
Pastor David Ayer

Sun. Life Classes: 9 a.m.
Sun. Service: 10 a.m.
Youth Group: 6 p.m.

North Street 
Community 

177 North St., Canton
Cafe Open: 8:30 a.m.
Sun. School: 9:15 a.m.

Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Pastors Walt Morton, 
Keegan Wright, Ben 

Hess

North Union 
Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ)
15520 Rt. 414 West, 

Canton
Traditional Worship 

Services, 
Sun., 9:30 a.m.

Duane L. Taylor, Minister

Shunk UMC 
Rt. 154

Sun. School: 10 a.m.
Worship, Sun.:11 a.m.

Bible Study, Thurs.: 2 
p.m.

St. John's United
Methodist 

Grover
Worship, Sun.: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. School: 10:45 a.m.

Bible Study, 
Wed. 6:30 p.m.

St. Michael 
Roman Catholic 

Parish
Canton: Sat., 4 p.m. 
Ralston: Sun., 8 a.m.
 Canton: 9:30 a.m.
Troy: 11:15 a.m.

CHURCH SERVICES

Newsdealers For
Independent-Sentinel
A list of the businesses where the Canton 
Independent-Sentinel is sold each week:

LeRoy: A & A Mart (former Pump N Pantry).
Canton: Tops Market, Dandy Mini Mart, Canton Pharmacy; Brown's 

Every Day Devotion
by Rev. Kevin Zufall

REV. KEVIN 
ZUFALL

The Lighthouse 
by Jim Lewis


