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Ralston News 
 by Kathy Austin

Hi All, The Marine 
Corp. is having a Hal-
loween party on Oct. 23, 
from 1-3 p.m. Stitches 
the Clown will be there. 
Also on Oct. 23 they will 
have a live music for the 
adults starting at 7 p.m.

The Marine Corp. will 
have a VA Representa-
tive on Nov. 14. This is 
open to all Veterans no 
matter what branch you 
served in. The topic is 
what benefits you are 
eligible for from various 
wars. This will be held at 
the Marine Corp. build-
ing on Route 14. 

I see quite a few peo-
ple have decorated for 
Halloween/fall. They all 
look very nice. 

The fire company 
would  like to thank ev-
eryone who supported 

the Saturday bingo. 
The times for treat 

or treating are 5-7 p.m. 
on Oct. 31. The Hallow-
een Party will be after 
trick or treating and will 
start at 7 p.m. If anyone 
would like to donate 
to the party you can let 
Gale Orr know or you 
can let me know or any 
fire or ladies auxiliary 
member.

The ladies auxiliary 
are also looking for some 
new members. If you 
would like to join, let one 
of them know or stop at 
the firehall on Thursday 
night. Someone is always 
there on that night as it 
is bingo night. The fire 
company is also looking 
for new members.

Have a great weekend 
and week.

How many times have 
you said about work, 
“I’m there so much, it 
seems like I live there!” 
As a teacher, it used to 
be that way.

 The library takes a lot 
of time too, but the time 
is more like an extension 
of home.   There are com-
fortable chairs, friends 
visit, friends call, laugh-
ter is shared, sadness is 
shared, ideas and news 
are compared, …you get 
the idea.

There are always sea-
sonal events, and dis-
plays change with sets 
of current books to high-
light, so decorating and 
planning for the federal, 
religious and social holi-
days is constant. Right 
now, the Rocket Read-
er’s section is still up 
with legends, superhe-
roes, important people, 
countries and cultures of 
the world, sports, freaky 
(but real) creatures and 
more.

The Native Ameri-
can section is gone, but 
Columbus is on display.  
The Halloween books 
are scattered around 
the room.  Who knew 
that we had so many of 
them?  The scarecrows 
are back too!

Story House is read-
ing its first real Chapter 
book, “Champion Dog, 
Prince Tom”, a true story 
about a one-of-a-kind 
dog. Twice a week, three 
chapters per day.  The 
books for preschoolers 
this month have been 
about Natives, legends 
and some real people 
too!

You might see some 
boxes around on bot-
tom shelves.   They are 

wrapped in used brown 
paper.   When we have 
enough, we will move 
the tables and chairs, 
invite the young people 
to come and make a 
“SOMETHING” out of 
them.  There are special 
straws here for building, 
too.   Mr. Steve wants to 
see if the little patrons 
can build a jail around 
him.   Hmmmm…

Speaking of holidays, 
we will be giving out 
treats from October 28th 
until the day before Hal-
loween (Saturday the 
30th).   No costumes are 
necessary but are wel-
come, of course!

Have you ever heard 
of Bear Grylls?  He is 
a famous survivalist 
who teaches adults and 
young people how to 
find food, shelter and 
safety in emergencies 
using surprising stories 
that include mystery 
and magic. His stories 
include surviving: bliz-
zards, volcanoes, caves, 
earthquakes, mountains 
and the sea.   There is 
a table next to the front 
desk that has some of 
these books on display, 
along with some of our 
Halloween books.

Mr. Steve (Bolt) just 
showed me some other 
books by Mr. Grylls that 
we just received that are 
actually books for chil-
dren who want to learn 
more about survival. 
Two of the books I saw 
were: 1. Identifying poi-
sonous plants 2. Mak-
ing shelters.   If you are 
interested in seeing the 
other titles for this series, 
come on in to Pierce Free 
Library!

It’s not too late to join 
the Blossburg Memorial 
Library’s Senior Yoga 
Program. Held on Tues-
days at 9 a.m. through 
Nov. 16, all levels are 
welcome; while the class 
focuses on seniors, oth-
ers who feel their health 
can benefit may attend. 
Held in the library’s 
Community Room, this 
program is free thanks 
to a generous grant from 
the Ward Foundation. 
Registration forms are 
available on the library’s 
Facebook page, as well 
as at the library.

The Friends of the 
Blossburg Memorial 
Library are holding a 
Quilt Raffle Fundraiser 
in October and Novem-
ber, and the regular Bas-
ket Raffle is once again 
scheduled for Novem-
ber. Tickets for both raf-
fles are $1 each. The quilt 
tickets are available for 
purchase now and the 
Basket Raffle tickets will 
be available on Nov. 1.

October’s Book Club 

book is, “The Zookeep-
er’s Wife,” by Diane 
Ackerman. We will meet 
on Tuesday, Oct. 26, at 
4 p.m. in the library’s 
Community Room. Join 
our discussion about this 
bestseller which tells the 
true story of zookeepers 
in Warsaw who saved 
hundreds of people from 
Nazi hands…a true story 
of empathy and survival. 
Stop by the library to 
check out a copy of the 
book. Anybody can join 
us, even if they haven’t 
read the book – bring a 
friend!

The library’s Saturday 
hours are back! 9 a.m. to 
noon. Stop in on a Satur-
day to say hi and thank 
a volunteer for helping! 
Do you love the library? 
We’re currently looking 
for additional volunteers 
to help us out! Stop in, 
e-mail or call for more 
information about any of 
our initiatives: blosslib-
circulation@gmail.com 
or 570-638-2197.

Blossburg Memorial 
Library

Green Free Library

Our Annual Fundrais-
er is in full swing.  Thank 
you to those who have 
supported us already 
this year and throughout 
the years.  We know that 
these times are tough on 
everyone and are grate-
ful for your continued 
support of the library 
through your giving and 
coming into the library, 
whether in person or 
virtually by borrowing 
books, using our online 
services such as audio-
books or downloads.  
Each time you use the li-
brary in any way, it helps 
keep us going.  

Preschool Learn-
ing Time continues this 
month with stories and 
songs posted on Face-
book with a grab bag 
of crafts available at 
the library.  The themes 
for this month are: Fall, 
Squirrels, Corn and Bats!  

NEW BOOKS have 
arrived!!! 

FICTION:
The Santa Suit by 

Mary Kay Andrews
Cloud Cuckoo Land 

by Anthony Doerr
Crossroads by Jona-

than Franzen
The Judge’s List by 

John Grisham
Forgiving Paris by 

Karen Kingsbury
Dear Santa by Debbie 

Macomber
The Christmas Wed-

ding Guest Susan 
Mallery

Three Sisters by 
Heather Morris

2 Sisters Detec-
tive Agency by James 
Patterson

Jailhouse Lawyer by 
James Patterson

Beautiful World, 
Where are you: A Novel 
by Sally Rooney

The Wish by Nicholas 
Sparks

The Lincoln Highway 
by Amor Towles

Harlem Shuffle by 
Colson Whitehead

Foul Play by Stuart 
Woods

NON-FICTION:
E. R Nurses:  True 

Stories from America’s 
Greatest Unsung Heroes 
by James Patterson

The Taking of Jemima 
Boone – Colonial Set-
tlers, Tribal Nations and 
the Kidnap that Shaped 
America by Matthew 
Pearl

Memorial was re-
ceived in memory of 
Glen E. Mitstifer, Jr. from 
the CHS class of 1952.

Memorials were re-
ceived in memory of 
Richard Kelly, Eloise 
McNett and Allen Stull 
from Mr. and Mrs. David 
Morse

Allen F. Pierce  
Library

Car Wash - Automatic and self serve.
Laundromat - Washers and Dryers

51 South Center St
Canton, PA 17724

(570) 494-5819

Momma’s Minute
by Amanda Carreon
acarreon@myweeklysentinel.com

 I feel like every single momma out there is going 
through change. For me it’s having my old-
est son in pre-school and going back to work 

much more, taking my six month old with me. Do-
ing this in the middle of a pandemic, am I insane? 

  We question ourselves over and over “Am I 
doing the right thing?” “Is this what’s best for my 
child?” “Is this what my family needs?” Momma, if 
you’re asking yourself these questions, it means you 
care, and you’re probably doing it right. 

  Look between the lines to find why your kid-
dos might not be coping well with change and try 
to work with it rather than giving up. I’m learning 
kids want control, don’t we all? 

Give them a little and it goes a long way. It 
doesn’t mean they win in my opinion, it means you 
both do. Rather than just saying no, figure out a way 
to redirect. I say this only from personal experience. 

Here are a few examples. “Mommy, I don’t want 
to take a nap.” I realized he probably just misses 
us while at school. I got creative and give him the 
choice “Would you like to nap in bed or in the living 
room?“ When he does, we put music on and my six 
month old usually nurses most of this time anyway. 
So, we all get some peaceful rest time. 

Another favorite new habit he likes to say is 
“Mommy, can we eat some snacks together?” I 
know it’s going to show on my gut more than his, 
but his want to share and have a special moment is 
too sweet to pass up. I agree and end up giving him 
some of mine too. 

I also allowed my oldest son to put on part of his 
Spider-Man costume for church. I expected many 
looks and comments, but they were actually all 
good. See where it’s possible to not say no!

  We’ve had our first three MOPS meetings so far 
this year. Everything within me wanted to keep my 
baby with me to make sure he is happy, and mostly 
for me to hide behind. It’s been more change for 
me, as I’ve stepped into a new leadership role. Deep 
down we all know we’re capable, our kids are ca-
pable, but we don’t want to try something different. 
Change is tough! But, oh the success if we allow it! 
Maybe no win the first try, but it leads us to another 
option and eventually a victory! 

The “Giving Tree” 
was originally estab-
lished in 1996 as an an-
nual charitable program 
sponsored by the Can-
ton Area Chamber of 
Commerce.  The Canton 
School District has taken 
over the administration 
of the program with the 
“Giving Tree Club” pro-
viding the elf power.   
The “Giving Tree Club” 
is a public service or-
ganization of students 
desiring to give back to 
their community and fel-
low students.   The “Giv-
ing Tree” is a program 
for providing Christmas 
gifts for children in need, 
residing in the Canton 
Area School District.  
These gifts are made 
possible through mon-
etary donations, as well 

as the benevolence of in-
dividuals, families, busi-
nesses, and organiza-
tions, who adopt a child, 
an entire family, or part 
of a family, and purchase 
the gifts for that specific 
child or family and also 
wrap them.  The gifts are 
given to the parents in 
large bags for each spe-
cific child on, December 
22nd.  Last year gifts 
were graciously provid-
ed for 88 children in need 
in our school district.

Giving Options
1. Monetary Do-

nation - to the “Giving 
Tree” forwarded to the 
Admin Office of Canton 
Area School District c/o 
“The Giving Tree Club”

2. Shop for a Child 
or Family - You will be 
given an anonymous 

shopping list at the 
School Administrative 
Office the week of Nov. 
15, 2021, with the sizes 
and needs of that spe-
cific child along with ap-
proximately $125/child 
of donations to use for 
shopping.  You shop for 
that child and keep your 
receipts and the gifts 
separate if shopping for 
a family.  A large bag is 
provided by the School 
District for each child 
with a number and letter.  
You return the large bag 
and the envelope to the 
School Administrative 
Office with any remain-
ing $ and the receipts on 
Wednesday, December 
15th.  The “Giving Tree 
Club” will wrap the gifts 
throughout the week on 
the High School Stage, 

for distribution on, De-
cember 22nd.

3. Adopt a Child or 
Family - You will be giv-
en an anonymous shop-
ping list at the School 
Administrative Office 
with the size and needs 
of that specific child or 
children.  You shop for 
that child and place them 
in the bag provided by 
the School District Ad-
min Office (wrapped or 
unwrapped).  You return 
the bags containing the 
gifts to the School Dis-
trict on Wednesday, De-
cember 15th.  (Value of 
gifts should be approxi-
mately $125/per child)

Please call if you 
would like to partici-
pate this year! Canton 
School District Contacts 
570-673-3191.

‘Giving Tree’ seeks participants

TOPS
Troy Tops #0986 met 

on Monday, Oct. 4, at the 
Troy Vets Club. There was 
a total loss of 3.4 pounds.

Top TOPS was MLA 
and top KOPS was BF, 
they received the fruit 
basket.

The quarter game win-
ner was BF. Runner up 
was GS. The three X’s 
were drawn by RW, BF 
and GS. X game winner 
was MLA. 

The no no food is piz-
za and the yes yes food is 
water. 

Challenge for this 
week is to park farthest 
away at the store.

Our fall rally was held 
in Laceyville with six 
members attending. We 
had a good time and re-
ceived numerous awards. 
The meeting was closed 
with the “helping hands” 
verse. 

Fire claims 
Burlington barn

photo provided/Rob Storch
A West Burlington barn is now completely de-
stroyed after a fire took place last Tuesday after-
noon. Four local fire departments fought the fire 
for hours, which was a blase just near Bailey Cor-
ners Road. The barn was deemed a total loss. All 
but two animals were rescued from the flames.

THS Alumni will have 
booth at homecoming

Troy High School 
Alumni are invited to 
visit the Alumni Booth at 
the Troy versus Wyalus-
ing Homecoming Foot-
ball Game at Alparon 
Park the evening of Oc-
tober 22nd.

Volunteers from the 
Alumni Planning Com-
mittee will be greeting 
fellow alumnus at Gates 
1 and 2 and giving them 
a card to update their 
contact information. The 
completed card when 
turned in at the Alumni 
Booth located under the 
grandstand makes them 
eligible for a drawing for 
prizes to be announced 
during half time.

Volunteers at the 
Booth will have a list-
ing of available surplus 
yearbooks from prior 
years. Alumni can place 

an order while they last. 
Payment is due when 
picked up at the High 
School Office. Sales will 
benefit the Senior Class 
Yearbook Fund.

The Homecoming Pa-
rade will start at 5 p.m. 
beginning at the student 
parking lot at the high 
school and ending at 
Alparon  Park. Pennie 
VanNoy is the contact. 
570-529-0146 or pvan-
noy@troyareasd.org

The game will start at 
7 p.m. The Alumni Booth 
will be open before and 
during the game until 
half time. Alumni Com-
mittee volunteers are Bev 
Smith, Judy Brozowski, 
Sharon Ferguson, Duane 
Haight, Nancy Teribury, 
Andrea Simpson and Joy 
Laue.


