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CANTON — Local 
parents have recently 
voiced their opinion on 
the state’s mask mandate 
as well as Canton Area 
School District announc-
ing that they will comply 
with the rule. 

Pamela Denlinger, a 
local resident, wants to 
let the community know 
of their rights and by do-
ing so, has started “Free-
dom Fridays” in which 
her group peacefully pro-
tests outside of the high 

school on Main Street in 
Canton. That will take 
place from 7:30-8:30 a.m. 
every Friday.

“We’re asking people 
to come out Fridays, and 
support unmasking our 
kids,” said Denlinger.  
“Just stand with us in 
solidarity.”

Denlinger, along 
with some Canton Area 
School District parents, 
have been peacefully 
protesting the mask 
mandate outside of the 
school since the Septem-
ber school board meeting 
when the district’s board 
of education announced 
that they will comply 
with the state’s mask 
mandate. 

“Parents are really 
upset with the mask 
mandates, but they 
don’t know what to do. 
They feel helpless,” said 

Denlinger. 
One parent who was 

protesting noted her on-
going issues with the 
school administration 
concerning her 9-year-
old daughter not want-
ing to wear masks due to 
anxiety. She is having a 
hard time going back and 
forth between the admin-
istration and her primary 
care physician to get the 
504 form completed so 
that her daughter may 
not wear a mask through-
out the school day. 

“It’s basically a dis-
ability  plan for my kid. 
We’re trying anything 
we can do to keep her in 
school,” said the parent. 
“She is scared. She has 
some stress and anxiety 
but she is happy to be in 
school with her friends.”

“We’re very disap-
pointed that our school 

boards don’t have the 
courage to stand up for 
our Constitutional rights. 
Individual school boards 
could stand up and say 
‘No, we are not going to 
comply with illegal man-
dates’ and stand for our 

children and our fami-
lies’ rights. They will pay 
for that because the par-
ents can fi le complaints 
against them district with 
the Pennsylvania Human 
Resources Commission,” 
said Denlinger, who not-

ed they are civil rights 
complaints. 

“Student rights, in our 
opinion, are being violat-
ed,” said Denlinger. 

Though many par-
ents are choosing to still 
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TROY — Discovering 
one’s passion and creativ-
ity is a spark that helped 
Michelle Blade open the 
Studio of Troy. 

The Studio of Troy 
sits at 795 Canton Street 
in Troy. Though the top 
portion of the building is 
apartments, the bottom 
has been molded into an 
art studio for Michelle as 
well as others to enjoy be-
ing creative and creating 
their own art. 

“We wanted to invest 
in our area. We wanted 
to create a space where 
people can come and 
just have fun, just chill 
and relax,” said Michelle. 
“Painting can be very 
therapeutic and fun. This 
is totally a non-judgmen-
tal space.”

Anyone any age can 

come paint, whether they 
are an amateur or profes-
sional, it does not matter. 

“As long as you en-
joyed what you were do-
ing (in the studio) and 
you’re happy, I’m happy. 
There’s no wrong way to 
do art,” she said. 

Michelle works with 
the public and hosts 
painting classes, where 
she teaches amateurs 
how to paint, using their 
own style and creativity. 

“We offer lessons in 
water color, water color 
pencil, acrylics,” she said. 

On Monday 
afternoons, she hosts a 
class for children. Once a 
month, she does a home 
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Canton Weather Substation
Date          High    Low    Precip
Sept. 23     63          45            88%
Sept. 24     66          46             11%
Sept. 25     68        49           10%
Sept. 26    63        47          19%
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2022 OYW Program is Saturday
Confer, Coleman and Beers are participants in annual event

Catherine Brown, the 
2021 Bradford-Sullivan 
Counties Outstanding 
Young Woman, will be 
hosting the 2022 OYW 
program on Sept. 25 at 
the Towanda Area Jr./
Sr. High School audito-
rium at 6:30 p.m.  Joining 
Catherine as co-host is 
Corrin Binford Jones, the 
2012 Bradford-Sullivan 
Counties Outstanding 
Young Woman.

Fourteen young 
women representing 
their high schools from 
Bradford and Sullivan 
Counties will take the 
stage to participate in 

the “Accent on Achieve-
ment” program. These 
young ladies will be 
judged and awarded 
scholarships in fi ve cat-
egories: scholarship and 
achievement, interview, 
performing arts, aerobics 
and fi tness, and pres-
ence and presentation. 
Each category is equal 
in value so that a well-
rounded young woman 
is chosen as the repre-
sentative. This year’s 
fi nalists will be vying 

for a little over $14,000 
in total cash scholarship 
monies. 

Scholarships will also 
be awarded to the fi rst 
through fourth run-
ner up winners, along 
with the 2022 Outstand-
ing Young Woman. The 
fi nalists themselves 
will gift the “Keystone 
Award” to the young 
lady within their group 
that best exemplifi es the 

Studio encourages 
fun, creativity

Parents, citizens protest mask mandate

photo by RACHEL HEITZENRATER
Parents stand outside of the Canton Area School District to protest the 
mask mandate, now currently followed by the school district. 

ADELLE CONFER PAIGE COLEMAN THERESA BEERS

photos by JOE CARREON
The Canton Homecoming court stands together at halftime of the Warrior’s football game on Friday, 
Sept. 17. Bottom Left: The 2021 Homecoming Queen and King, Alexis Baldwin and Cooper Kitchen 
after being announced at halftime on Friday night. Bottom Right: The 2021 Canton High School Flam-
ing Foliage couple is Theresa Beers and Will Gowin.


