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 If you are reading this and you 
have often cut  things out and mail 
newspaper things to a friend or 
relative, take a look at an e-mail 
I received from one of my own 
seven kids, on my 86th birthday.
 I am lucky everything is still 
working well. I bet you now will 
cut it out and mail it to some el-
derly friend or relative.
 Go ahead, you'll make them 
laugh
If My Body Was a Car!
 If my body was a car, this is the 
time I would be thinking about 
trading it in for a newer model. 
I've got bumps and dents and 
scratches in my finish and my 
paint job is getting a little dull...
But that's not the worst of it. 
 My headlights are out of focus,
And it's especially hard to see 
things up close. 
 My traction is not as graceful as 
it once was. I slip and slide and 
skid and bump into things even in 
the best of weather. 
 My whitewalls are stained with 
varicose veins. 
 It takes me hours to reach my 
maximum speed. My fuel rate 
burns inefficiently. 
 But here's the worst of it.
 Almost every time I sneeze, 
cough or sputter,  either my radia-
tor leaks   or my exhaust backfires!

THE CHINOOK
 SAGE

CALENDAR OF EVENTS THINK ABOUT THIS
Evangelist Eric Smith

THE LIGHTHOUSE - Jim Lewis      

 _____________
 Alba TOPS meets every Mon-
day at 10:30 a.m. at the Alba 
Christian Church. New members 
always welcome. 570-297-3730.

___________
Grover Healthy Choices meets 
every Thursday at St. John's 
Methodist Church in Grover. 
Weigh in 5-5:30 pm, meeting 
5:30 -6: PM.  Everyone welcome.

_________
Tuesday night dinners at Mt. Zion 
Retreat Center. Every Tuesday 
from 5 to 7. Suggested donation; 
enjoy the all you can eat buffet

__________
Troy TOPS Club Inc. Real people, 
real weight loss. Try it FREE (first 
meeting). Troy Vets Club, every Mon-
day, 5 to 7. Call 570-673-8686 (Betty).

_______________
August 19: "End Of Season Sum-
mer Bash"  at Canton War Memo-
rial Pool & Park, 12 noon to 7 pm.
Full day of FREE swimming, live 
music, food, games, organized 
activities, contests, and more!! 
Pig roast and Bruster’s Ice Cream 
truck; Admission will be a dish to 
pass. Former lifeguards, manag-
ers & staff will be recognized.

________
August 20: 63rd Annual Galilean 
Service on the shores of Lake 
Ondawa next to the Pavilion in Big 
Pond, PA, 10:30 am.  Sponsored 
by Open Doors Parish (Faith 
Community and Columbia Cross 
Roads United Methodist Church-
es). Rain or Shine. Outside on the 
lawn in good weather, inside in 
the Pavilion if rain. Pastor Jennifer 
Wolf will be conducting the ser-
vice. Following the service there 
will be a dish to pass luncheon at 
the Pavilion. Bring your lawn chair 
for a day of Worship, Fellowship 
and Food. Everyone is invited.

________________
 August 24: Guthrie Troy Commu-
nity Hospital Auxiliary Linen Sale, 
7 am to 4 pm. Hospital Confer-
ence Room.

_________
August 24: Second Summer 
2017 Concert for Troy Town 
Band; 7:00 pm at Troy Area High 
School Memorial Auditorium. The 
band will be under the direction 
of Mr. Ted Bown. If you play an 
instrument, you are invited to 
join the band at rehearsals on 
Thursday, August 17; Tuesday, 
August 22; and Wednesday, Au-
gust 23. Rehearsals are held in 
the band room at the Troy Area 
High School Commons Building 
from 7 – 9 pm.

_________
August 25: Deadline for reserva-
tions for Canton Church of Christ 
b¨s trip to Gettysburg National 
Military Park. Trip is on Septem-
ber 23, See article on Page One 
for information.

_________
August 26: Canton Fire Dept. 
Summer "Gun Bash" fundraiser, 
at Social Hall on Springbrook 
Drive. Doors open at 6. Raffle 
start at 7 pm. Tickets are $30 do-
nation. Contact Jodie Bardo or 
Sherry Miller for tickets.

_________
August 31: Open House for Find-
ing New Hope Counseling and 
Safe Transitions, 4 pm to 7 pm, at 
Finding New Hope Counseling, 
425 East Main Street, Canton.

_________
September 2: 5th Annual Dairy 
Dash 5K & 1-mile Memory Walk, 
Mansfield University Cross Coun-
try Course. Proceeds will benefit 
the Shon Seeley Legacy Fund

Rialto Theater 
Minute

___________
September 6: Canton Area Jr Sr 
High School Financial Aid Night, 6 
pm in the high school auditorium.  
Everyone welcome. Parents and 
students from grades 9-12 encour-
aged to attend.  This is a FREE 
event presented by PHEAA. Marla 
Kane will be the speaker.

__________
September 10: Monroeton Fire Co, 
Rodeo, Mountaineer Park (Rt. 220 
& 414). Gates open at 9 am. Pre-
sale tickets available at Indepen-
dent-Sentinel office.

_________
September 14,15 & 16: Yard Sale 
Columbia Cross Roads UM 
Church, 6700 Austinville Road. 8 
to 5 on Thursday and Friday; 8 to 
12 on Saturday. Lunch from 11 to 
2 on  Sept. 14 & 15. Eat-In/Take-
Out    570-297-4545

TROY 
VETERINARY CLINIC

15579 Rt. 14,
Troy, PA

     ON CALL
24 HOURS A DAY
 7 DAYS A WEEK

   Small Animal                             Large Animal
  (570) 673-3182                           (570) 673-3181
                       "Large or Small, we love them all!"

"Selecting a Medicare plan is like
 buying a new pair of shoes or boots. 
Each person's needs are different. 
Which Medicare plan is best for YOU? 

Let us Help You Select it."

ARE YOU ON MEDICARE?

 JIM COLLINS INSURANCE
(570) 673-3622 

Windfall Road, Alba, PA 16910
"Serving area seniors for over 47 years."

Shedden
Trucking, inc.

Needs an
OTR Driver

with Hazmat and Tanker
Endorsements

(570) 673-4549

Canton Fire Board
Holds August Meeting
 The Canton Fire Department 
Board of Directors held its Au-
gust meeting with President 
Rich Bardo,  Vice-President Al 
Brotzman, Secretary Sherry Mill-
er, Treasurer Jodie Bardo,  Fire 
Chief J,. Scott May, Assistant 
Chief George Jennings, Trustee 
Thad Woodward,  and municipal 
representatives Mike Miosi, Ed 
Sheaffer, Walt Thompson, Mark 
McMurray and Paige VanRyn.
  The minutes of the May meet-
ing were approved and the trea-
surer's report accepted.  The 
board voted to approve June bills 
of $16,210.18, including $6,470 
in preventive maintenance on the 
ladder, rescue, engine and tank-
er; insurance premium to Gan-
non Associates of $6,724; and 
$433 to Steve Shannon for inside 
duals on the tanker.
 July bills of $5,018.62 were ap-
proved, including $1,299 to Steve 
Shannon for additional rear tires 
for the tanker and $1,760.92 to 
Campbell Supply for work and 
equipment on the tanker and the 
engine.
  Balance in the checking account 
is $48,051.55 and in the savings 
is $8,542.90.  The savings ac-
count is down $50,000 because 
that amount was used for a down-
payment on the ladder truck.
 Chief May gave his report, stat-
ing "storms have beat us up and 
kept the chainsaws busy."  Ms. 
Van Ryn complimented the de-
partment for its recent responses 
to storm damage.
 The Chief reported that on Fri-
day, August 4 the department had 
a string of calls on the Lake Hill, 
Ellenton Mountain area, including 
a motorhome off the road, wires 
smoking at a home, and traffic 
control for a breakdown. As the 
department was waiting for a roll-
off truck to arrive to recover the 
broken down truck, a tree branch 
fell into the department's 2007 
Chevrolet Silverado HD, which is 
used by the department for a va-
riety of functions, including trans-
portation, errands, a second-
ary brush truck, and towing the 
smoke house. The unit suffered 
a broken windshield, major dam-
age to the hood and dashboard, 
and possible engine and comput-
er damage.  No one was injured. 
It was driven back to the station. 
An insurance claim has been 
filed. There is a $1,000 deduct-
ible on the comprehensive policy. 
 Preventive maintenance was 
completed. Some issues were 
found and have been addressed.
 The tanker has been jumping 
into "high idle" and will be taken 
for repair. Troy Fire Department 

will cover with a tanker while the 
Canton truck is at the shop.
 All the vehicles have been in-
spected.
 The new ladder truck is at 
Campbell Supply in New Jersey 
being prepared for delivery to 
Canton. Both outriggers are be-
ing replaced and the unit will be 
recertified. Canton personnel 
will visit the location on August 
19 and if the unit is accepted, it 
will go to the Liberty garage for 
painting. It is expected to arrive 
in Canton in mid-September for 
lettering and be placed in service 
around that time.
 The present American La-
France ladder truck is on the mar-
ket. A fire company from Free-
port, Texas had been interested 
but local budget constraints have  
stopped that deal. The Chicago 
Heights fire department had re-
quested information on the truck, 
which has been sent, but no reply 
has been received.  If that deal 
fails to materialize, the depart-
ment has been authorized to sell 
the truck through an advertise-
ment or through a broker.
 "A lot of trainings are com-
ing up," Chief May reported. He 
said Canton, in common with 
most other local departments, is 
shorthanded and needs new vol-
unteers. He said that he appreci-
ated Mr. and Mrs. Bardo for turn-
ing out for calls.
  The state grant application 
window will be opening up soon. 
Canton can seek up to $15,000, 
which usually is applied for debt 
reduction.  The federal grant win-
dow will open around October.
  The department may seek to 
replace the F-350 brush truck.
 The Innes Hose Co,. will hold 
its Summer Gun Bash on August 
26. Tickets are $30. Bingo will re-
sume in September. 
  A few months ago there was 
concern that the Hurst (jaws of 
life) unit would need to be re-
placed due to a power problem, 
but it was discovered that the 
only problem was a loose wire 
that was inexpensively replaced.  
But during that time a demo 
unit came available and an ap-
pointment was set up. The tool 
proved to be very versatile and 
useful and in excellent condition, 
so it was purchased at a cost of 
$23,000, which about a third of 
the cost of a new unit. Acquired 
were a spreader and a cutter, 
each less than six months old 
and a brand new ram. There also 
are new batteries, etc.  A date will 
be set up at the May salvage yard 
for training fire department per-
sonnel.  "This will be a big asset 
to us," Chief May said. He noted 
it was lighter, more versatile and 
could be used further away from 
the truck since it is not powered 
by hoses. He said the money for 
the device came from fundrais-
ing and the firemen's relief asso-
ciation funds (foreign fire tax) and 
not out of the operating budget.
 President Bardo noted that 53 
fundraisers have been held since 
Oct. 2016 and said the depart-
ment is working hard to raise 
money to take the burden off the 
taxpayers. 

 Are you familiar with the line from 
JFK’s inaugural speech, “And so, 
my fellow Americans - ask not 
what your country can do for you, 
ask what you can do for your 
country?”  It not only inspires pa-
triotism, but is a foundation for 
unity and a strong nation, good 
stuff, right?  Too bad so many of 
us don’t take it more to heart and 
apply it to our lives, (ouch).  Over 
the years, as our government 
has grown, more and more social 
programs have been installed 
to the point that a large part of 
the population looks to it for fi-
nancial or other support.  Hey, I 
understand that there is a need 
for help, but when did it go from 
helping the needy to, “I’m en-
titled?”  Has it become, “Ask not 
what you can do for your country, 
but what your country can do for 
you?”  Will a nation with this phi-
losophy stand?
 You know, the Kingdom of God 
works in similar ways.  He is the 
ultimate authority, and every-
thing, is filtered through Him.  Do 
you believe that?  In fact, every-
thing we have, from the planet, 
our lives on down to our small-
est possession are only because 
He says so.  “ For from him and 
through him and for him are all 
things.” Rom. 11:36.  He has giv-
en us so many good things, yes?  
Almost to the point where we take 
Him for granted, (bigger ouch!).  
Do we feel that God owes us be-
cause we have been good and/
or done some good things, paid 
our taxes, so to speak?  Do we 
feel, “entitled” just because we 
exist?  After all, He created us, 
He should take care of us, right?  
Well, maybe not…
 We were created for God, God 
does not exist for us.  Does God 
love us?  Did He give us all this 
so that we might have an abun-
dant life?  You bet!  The problem 
is that sometimes we figure that 
He should answer to us, rather 
than the other way around, (big-

gest ouch).  We cannot say, “I 
want things my way and ask You 
to bless it.”, much less expect it.  
So if we are to live for Him and 
expect His blessings, what does 
He want?  Micah put it this way in 
chapter 6, “He has shown you, O 
mortal, what is good.  And what 
does the Lord require of you?  To 
act justly and to love mercy and 
to walk humbly with your God.”  
Of course there is much more to 
it than that, but it begins by put-
ting God and His desires for our 
lives first, not mine.  Is it worth it?
No brainer, of course it is.  God 
loves us and WANTS to bless 
us, but how can we expect good 
things through pride, disobedi-
ence, apathy or unbelief?  A good 
parent does not reward his chil-
dren for these things and God is a 
really good parent!  So is it, “Ask 
not what God can do for you?” or 
“Ask what you can do for God?”  
Something to think about…
 A young monk arrives at the 
monastery and is assigned to 
helping the other monks in copy-
ing the old canons and laws of 
the church by hand.  He notices, 
however, that all of the monks 
are copying from copies, not 
from the original manuscript. So 
the new monk goes to the head 
abbot to question this, pointing 
out that if someone made even 
a small error in the first copy, it 
would never be picked up. In fact, 
that error would be continued 
in all of the subsequent copies.  
The head monk, says, “We have 
been copying from the copies for 
centuries, but you make a good 
point, my son.”  He goes down 
into the dark caves underneath 
the monastery where the original 
manuscripts are held.   Hours go 
by and nobody sees the old ab-
bot.  So, the young monk goes 
down to look for him. He sees 
him banging his head against the 
wall and wailing.  “We missed the 
R! We missed the R!” The young 
monk asks the old abbot, “What’s 
wrong, father?”  With a choking 
and tear filled voice, the Abbot 
screams: “The word was… the 
word was… CELEBRATE!!!”
 Celebrate God and life!  Don’t 
put church and God off another 
week.  Come and experience 
something good this Sunday.  
Lighthouse of Faith, 141 E. Main 
St. Canton.  Services start at 10:30 
am.  Check out, “Church done dif-
ferent.”  Call 570-673-5912 or visit 
www.lighthousecanton.com  Until 
next time, look up and smile!

Paul wrote, "…so that 
Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through 
faith,” Ephesians 
3:17a, New Interna-
tional Version. At first 
glance, you would ex-
pect a repeat since the 

text is the same as last time, but 
when you meditate on this portion 
of the prayer; you realize there is 
much more than what first meets 
the eye. To see deeper into the 
meaning you must understand 
this was written to Christians, 
who needed to grow stronger in 
their faith even as they face per-
secution. 
 Think of the parable Jesus told 
about the sower; when the seeds 
fell they landed on different soil. 
“Listen then to what the par-
able of the sower means: 
When anyone hears the mes-
sage about the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the 
evil one comes and snatches 
away what was sown in his 
heart. This is the seed sown 
along the path. The one who 
received the seed that fell on 
rocky places is the man who 
hears the word and at once 
receives it with joy. But since 
he has no root, he lasts only 
a short time. When trouble or 
persecution comes because of 
the word, he quickly falls away. 
The one who receives the seed 
that fell among the thorns is 
the man who hears the word, 
but the worries of this life and 
the deceitfulness of wealth 
choke it, making it unfruitful. 
But the one who received the 
seed that fell on good soil is 
the man who hears the word 
and understands it. He produc-
es a crop, yielding a hundred, 
sixty or thirty times what was 
sown,” Matthew 13:18-23. Take 
this parable, apply it to Christian-
ity and you will see a very inter-
esting picture as you think about 
it in light of Christ dwelling within 
your heart. The seeds falling on 
the path could be the individual 
who knows what is required to 
become a Christian and have 
done so, but does not know how 

to live the Christian life. He lacks 
the deep relationship with Jesus 
Christ.
 Sowing in rocky places makes 
it difficult to cultivate the seed so 
it grows strong and produces a 
large crop. An individual Chris-
tian has great joy for what Christ 
has done for him. He hears the 
Scripture, but does not apply it to 
himself. Therefore, when trouble 
comes his weak faith will cause 
him to doubt the very existence 
of God. The result is he turns his 
back on God.
 The third type of soil is full of 
thorns, which choke the young 
plants taking away their nour-
ishment. As the parable brings 
out the individual becomes so 
concerned with the things of the 
world causing him to be unfruitful.
The key in overcoming these 
types of soil is to realize you 
need the help of other Christians 
to keep you focused in the right 
direction. This is also, why every 
congregation needs individuals 
to be companions to new Chris-
tians; to help them grow in their 
faith and service to Jesus Christ. 
The fact is these new Christians, 
without the encouragement of 
mature Christians, are targets for 
Satan for he will throw everything 
possible in the way to keep an 
individual from being faithful to 
Jesus Christ.
 The good seed is an individual 
who has Christ dwelling within 
their hearts permanently. Christ 
guides the individual Christian in 
every decision or situation. His 
focus is totally on serving Christ 
in every area of his life. D. Mar-
tyn Lloyd-Jones in his book “THE 
UNSEARCHABLE RICHES OF 
CHRIST”, puts it this way, “we 
need to be strengthened by the 
Holy Spirit, and as we thus be-
come strengthened, we act, we 
get rid of the rubbish, we cleanse 
and purify ourselves, mortify the 
flesh, deliberately keep out things 
that we know are not compatible 
with Him, or which would grieve 
Him and offend Him”. Are you 
growing in your faith? CONSID-
ER HOW YOU ARE GROWING 
IN JESUS CHRIST!!!
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Bad Boy Mowers

Medicare Seminar
To Be Held

 Are you confused by 
Medicare?

 Do you have questions? 
  Join Hollie Irvine, B/S/S/T Area 
Agency on Aging, Inc. APPRISE 
Coordinator, for a Medicare Sem-
inar on Monday, September 18, 
2017, from 10:00am to 12:00pm, 
at the Wysox Fire Hall located at 
111 Lake Road in Wysox, PA.
  Hollie will explain the basics of 
Medicare and help you under-
stand how the various parts work 
together. She is eager to answer 
your questions and will have re-
sources and materials on hand.
  This Medicare Seminar is free 
and open to the public, but reserva-
tions are kindly requested. Please 
RSVP no later than September 14, 
2017 by calling 1-800-982-4346.
  This event is sponsored by PA 
Link to Aging & Disability Resources.

Troy TOPS 986 Plans
Annual Picnic
 Troy TOPS #986 met on Aug. 
14 at the Troy Vets Club with 10 
members weighing in. There was 
a total loss of 8 3/4 pounds. Tops  
TOPS was Jim with 3 1/2 pounds 
lost. Top KOPS were Julia and 
Betty who turtled. 
 The fruit basket was shared by 
Jim, Julia and Betty. The Quarter 
game winner was Betty, who also 
won the Menu game. Runner up 
was Velma with 2 3/4 pounds lost. 
The Three X's were drawn by Ma-
ryLou, Betty, and Brenda. This is 
Your Week winner was Jim. 
 The No-No food is pizza. They 
Yes-Yes is veggies.
 The walkers walked 57 miles 
for a total of 1164 miles. 
 Challenge for the week is drink 
more water.
 The annual picnic will be at the 
fairgrounds Aug. 28th. 
 There will be weigh-in only on 
Labor Day week.
 The meeting closed with the 
Helping Hands verse.
 Anyone interested in TOPS 
Club may contact any  member.

THE NUT JOB 2: NUTTY BY NA-
TURE (PG) A group of animals 
are horrified when their beloved 
park is targeted for demolition by 
the city's unscrupulous mayor. In 
an attempt to reclaim their home, 
Surly the squirrel (voiced by Will 
Arnett) puts together a scheme 
to destroy the gaudy amusement 
park that's been built on the prop-
erty. This animated sequel also 
features the voices of Katherine 
Heigl, Maya Rudolph, Bobby 
Moynihan, Jackie Chan, Jeff 
Dunham, and Bobby Cannavale. 
Directed by Cal Brunker. ~ Jack 
Rodgers, Rovi
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  Bad weather was more of a 
help than a hinderance the day 
of the Troy Hospital Auxiliary's 
ice cream social. The ladies sold 
more than ever before. Originally 
scheduled for Davison Green 
with the Troy High Stage Band 
and Canton High Jazz-Rock 
bands engaged, the day dawned 
rainy and cool and both bands 
cancelled out. But the ladies 
had gallons of ice cream to sell 
and dozens of homemade cup 
cakes, so at the appointed time 
they took shelter under the porte-
cochere of the old Troy Hotel on 
Main Street. It was crowded but 
adequate and drew a good deal 
of attention from people in cars 
and shoppers. It was the most 
successful Ice Cream Social in 
the Auxiliary's history.
  C F May is offering a $50 re-
ward for information leading to 
the identity of the person or per-
sons who shot holes in several 
picture windows during the past 
ten days.
 Anna Mae Burnett was se-
lected "Woman of the Month: for 
July by the Troy BPW club.  She 
is employed by F P Case & Sons 
and has been with Case;s for 17 
years. Before that she was em-
ployed by the Gazette-Register 
for approximately five years. 


