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Farm Bureau Takes Tour With Sen. Sharif Street
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School Board
(Continued from Page Two)

 "Farm to Fork," will feature lo-
cal produce from places such as 
Landon's Orchards or Northern 
Tier Greens; Recipe of the Month, 
and "Taste the Goodness," will 
encourage kids to try new foods.
 There also will be a "Lucky 
Lunch" program, where kids will 
have three chances to win a free 
snack or prize. 
 Mr. Herman said the Athletic 
Committee had discussed the cut 
policy, and acknowledged, "We 
all never will agree on cutting."
 Mr. Wilcox said that there was 
"A flurry of activity" by the Build-
ings and Grounds staff, including 
patching, asphalt, new sidewalks, 
landscaping, and "tightening 
every nut and bolt on the play-
ground." He said the campus 
"Looks fantastic. Kudos to the 
crew." 
 Mr. Wilcox said the BLaST IU 17 
had discussed a bill on economic 
furloughs by school districts. He 
said districts would have to file a 
statement. He said that,  he "was 
not advocating we [use furloughs] 
and I am against it personally."  
Mr Briggs said that "It opens 
the door to look at furloughs for 
economic hardship. It protects 
teachers, but now districts could 
do it for economic reasons." He 
said the bill has an administrative 
component, but includes stipu-
lations. He said the furloughs 
would generally apply to larger 
districts with greater numbers of 
administrative staff. 
 These business items were ap-
proved on one motion: Trea-
surer’s Reports  for June and 
July;  Bills lists; list of Tax Adds, 
Exemptions, Exonerations; trans-

portation changes; transportation 
drivers list for 2017/2018; new 
transportation contracts, agree-
ment, and daily rates for 2017/18; 
Occupational Therapy Services 
Agreement between Canton Area 
School District and Lisa Inman, 
effective July 1, 2017 through 
June 30, 2018 (at same rate as 
last year); Letter of Agreement 
between NHS Human Services 
and Canton Area School District 
regarding the Student Assistance 
Program; Memorandum of Un-
derstanding between Canton 
Area School District and BLaST 
IU 17 relating to the provision of 
Transition Coaching/Work-Based 
Learning Experience (WBLE) 
through IU 17’s EXPLORE and 
EXPLORE-More programs and 
the Office of Vocational Rehabili-
tation; the 2017/18 IDEA Agree-
ment; the Affiliation Agreement 
between Canton Area School 
District and Nova Southeastern 
University, Inc. on behalf of its 
Program in Speech Language 
Pathology commencing August 
1, 2017 and expiring July 31, 
2018 .
 The board voted to table the au-
thorization for expenditure for the 
Walking Path.
 Under personnel items, the 
Board voted:
  To hire Caitlin Lares Barr, HS 
Learning Support Teacher,  at a 
salary of $59,949, effective Au-
gust 22, 2017, pending comple-
tion of all required paperwork.
`To hire these sports coaches:
 Ryan VanNoy, Junior High Girls 
Basketball Coach, $4,305.40
 Jackie Thompson, Junior High 
Volleyball Coach, $3,874.86
 The 2017/18 Co-Curricular – 
Non Sports List  was approved 
as presented as presented (see 
separate article)
 Three additions to the substi-
tute list were approved, pend-
ing completion of all paperwork: 
Shania Stone, custodian; Karen 
Schrader, cafeteria; LaRisa Hob-
czuk, teacher
 These coach or classroom 
volunteers were approved.  All 
required paperwork has been 
submitted: Lucas Bailey, Ja-
son Foust, Shane Wilber, David 
Machmer, Football coaches;
 Becca Jennings, Competitive 
cheerleading
 Melody Kitchen, elementary 
classroom/field trip
 Teresa Allen, backpack program. 
(Mr. Allen abstained from this 
vote).
 The directors voted to approve 
the salary adjustment for Brock 
Kitchen, Kindergarten Teacher, to 
$59,949.
  In one motion, the Board ap-
proved the Canton Area Elemen-
tary School and Canton Jr Sr 
High School student and teacher 
handbooks, Canton Jr. Sr. High 
School Academic Planner, and 
the Canton Area School District 
Employee Handbook;  the Can-
ton Area School District Athletic 
Handbook; the Canton Area Ele-
mentary School and Canton Jr Sr 
High School 4th Quarter Central 
Treasury Reports; and to Recog-
nize Level 1 and 2 Booster Club 
Personnel as volunteers working 
on behalf of the students of Can-
ton Area School District;
 Approved the list of surplus 
items for sale on August 7, 2017; 
and authorize the sale of an an-
nual sports pass at $50 per per-
son.
 There were no visitor comments.
 Mr. Sourbeer made some re-
marks about the "cutting policy" 
for sports teams. He stated that 
he remembers, "in 2011 we had a 
lot of problems getting players for 
football. I hope coaches will use a 
lot of discretion. I know there are 
way too many players on some 
teams and not enough on others. 
It was terrible in 2011.  It is hard 
to tell someone 'your kid isn't 
good enough.' I know we have to 
have a policy, I will vote for it, but 
I don't like it."
 The meeting was adjourned.  
The board met in executive ses-
sion prior to tonight's meeting.

 The "interconnectedness" of ur-
ban and rural Pennsylvania was 
on display on August 4, when the 
Bradford & Sullivan County Farm 
Bureau played host to Pennsyl-
vania State Senator Sharif Street 
(D) of Philadelphia. 
  The Farm Bureau has a program 
of "adopting" legislators, and the 
Bradford-Sullivan Chapter adopt-
ed Senator Street, whose com-
mittee assignments include the 
Agriculture & Rural Affairs Com-
mittee.
 Jim VanBlarcom operates Sug-
ar Branch Farms with his sons-
in-law, Robert Miller and Scott 
Lackey. His daughter Amanda 
Miller also is involved in the farm. 
 Mr. VanBlarcom is a director of 
the Pennsyvania Milk Marketing 
Board and a representative of 
Dairy Farmers of America Milk 
Cooperative.
 Senator Street and two of his 
staff members, District Director 
Henry Hunter and Special As-
sistant James A. Harrity III, and 
the other members of the Farm 
Bureau party, including Robert 
Storch and Doug Graybill of the 
Planning Committee, and invited 
guests received an extensive tour 
of the farm, including the feed-
ing barn and the milking parlor, 
and learned how the farm feeds 
and cares for its stock and how it 
manages its waste. 
 Senator Street says that "farm-
ing is in his blood," because his 
grandfather was a dairy farmer 
in Montgomery County and his 
father grew up on the farm. The 
Senator stressed the value of ag-
riculture to the economy and to 
family life, and also pointed out 
"a safe supply of food is impor-
tant to our domestic security." He 
said, "What's happening out here 
[on the farms]  is so important."
 He said it is very important for 
people to know that "food comes 
from farms, not from the super-
market."
 After the farm tour was over, 
the Senator and his staff were 
taken on a gas well and indus-
try tour by Scott Snow and Amy 
Gilbert of Repsol. On the tour he 
had the opportunity to see, wells, 
compression stations, pipelines 
and other aspects of the gas in-
dustry and saw how important it 
is to the people of this area and 
to the economies of the counties 
and municipalities of the Marcel-
lus Shale region.
 The tour reassembled at the 
Troy Sale Barn, where they were 
joined by several other people, 
including Bradford County Com-
missioner Ed Bustin, other Farm 
Bureau members, agriculture 
company representatives, staff of 
First Citizens Community Bank, 
and Troy Fair Queen Lauryn Wat-
kins. 
 At the Sale Barn Mr. Graybill 
welcomed the Senator and  on 
behalf of the Farm Bureau intro-
duced him and other guests. Mr. 
Graybill explained tthat Senator 
Street's predecessor was the lo-
cal Farm Bureau's  "adopted leg-
islator," and the Senator was glad 
to continue the practice when he 
took office. "We are thankful Sen-

ator Street took the time to visit 
with us," Mr. Graybill said.
 He introduced Barb Warburton 
President of the local Farm Bu-
reau, who reviewed the history of 
the chapter, which began in 1952 
and was incorporated in 1959.
 In addition to Commissioner 
Bustin, Sullivan County Commis-
sioner Wylie Norton was at the 
Troy Sale Barn. Tioga County 
Commissioner Erick Coolidge 
was at the Sugar Branch Farms 
tour.
  Mr. Graybill introduced John 
Painter, Farm Bureau Director 
and other guests, and after Mr. 
Graybill gave the Blessing, taken 
from the Biblical "Song of the 
Farmer,"  the group enjoyed a 
wonderful dinner catered by Fran 
Martin.  
 During the meal, Troy Fair 
Queen Lauryn Watkins, who 
also is President of the Bradford 

County FFA and the Canton FFA 
Chapter, provided information on 
the Troy Fair, and also credited 
her FFA experience for her poise 
and speaking ability. She urged 
the audience to "keep the FFA in 
our schools."
 Louie Scheafer of Country View 
Farms (Hatfield), gave an over-
view of the pork industry and its 
size and importance. He said 
Hatfield has five sow farms in 
the Northern Tier and produces 
2,500 animals a week, reared on 
35 family farms. "This is a great 
place to raise pigs in, and a great 
community to hire employees in," 
he said. Along with other speak-
ers, he stressed the need for 
farms to diversify.
 Senator Street then delivered 
some remarks. He thanked ev-
eryone for showing so much hos-
pitality to him. He explained that 
his grandfather lost his dairy farm 

when its irrigation water was cut 
off for industrial development.
 "Agriculture is the #1 industry 
in the Commonwealth," Senator 
Street said. "And Pennsylvania 
employs more people in agricul-
ture than any other state."
 He gave illustrations of the inter-
relation of the urban economy of 
his district and the rural economy 
of Bradford County. He said that 
$4 billion worth of West African 
cocoa is landed on the Philadel-
phia dockyards annually. Much of 
that cocoa is shipped to Hershey 
and refined into chocolate, and 
then it is blended with millions of 
gallons of Pennsylvania milk and 
becomes the chocolate milk that 
is so popular.  "We need robust 
docks to bring that cocoa here; 
and we need the dairy farms to 

produce the milk. " He also noted 
the trucking and processing in-
dustries that are essential to pro-
ducing these products. 
 He said "farming is a way of life; it 
feeds folks; and it is an important 
part of our economy. The people 
in cities have to support farms, 
and the people on the farms need 
to support our cities. We all are 
interconnected."
 The Senator said that when he 
was in school, "I wanted to learn 
about farming, to care about the 
land, and to understand animals."
  "We are all on the same team 
and have to start acting like it. We 
should do things to make sure 
our farms are productive and that 
our docks are healthy. I hope to 
bridge the gap between life in the 
city and life on the farm.  We have 
to work together, and I am proud 
to be the "Adopted Senator" for 
Bradford County."
 Senator Street answered a few 
questions from the audience and 
then the group departed for the 
tour of the Metlzer Egg Farm.

  Senator Street (left) with Jim VanBlarcom, in the milking par-
lor of Sugar Branch Farms.

  Robert and Amanda Miller, Senator Sharif Street, and Jim 
VanBlarcom.

 Scenes from the Sugar Branch Farms Tour.

 Senator Street and Mr. Van-
Blarcom.

 If the tour had started about 
an hour earlier, the guests 
could have seen the  birth of 
twin calves, which were safe-
ly delivered just before the 
Senator arrived.

 Troy Fair Queen Lauryn Wat-
kins

 Doug Graybill of the Farm 
Bureau was the Master of 
Ceremonies at the Sale Barn.

Louie Scheaffer of Hatfield 
Farms.

 Senator Sharif Street, Troy Fair Queen Lauryn Watkins and 
Bradford County Commissioner Ed Bustin.

 Most of the members of the audience posed with Senator Sharif Street before the gigantic American Flag at the Troy Sale Barn.  

_________________

The Canton Sentinel

100 Years Ago-1917
 Saturday night someone took a 
Ford car, belonging to a mem-
ber of the Troy track team, from 
in front of the high school build-
ing, drove it up Union Street to 
Centre Street, up Centre to Tioga 
and turned east.  There is a slight 
downgrade at this point and the 
car picked up speed all the way. 
Just before reaching the corner 
of Tioga and Minnequa they gave 
it "all the juice" it would take, and 
as a result never made the turn. 
The front of the car was badly 
smashed when the car hit the 
curb. As yet, the guilty party has 
not been found.
 A large deer has been seen by 
several parties in the vicinity of 
Lake Nepahwin. Charles Wil-
liams saw a couple of bear on his 
farm near town.
 Floyd Swartz, telegraph op-
erator at Alba station, was driv-
ing his car down the hill just this 
side of Alba when a hay wagon 
backed out by a barn, and di-
rectly into his path. In avoiding a 
collision he went  over the bank. 
His car turned turtle and was al-
most completely demolished. Mr. 
Swartz escaped unhurt.


