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HEALING HINTS  
 Rev. Kenneth Marple. M.A.

When the Last Barn Is Gone
  We watched Bob Lee haul away 
the bones and the 180 years of 
accumulated “farm stuff” of the 
old horse barn above our home.  
The barn went down in the late 
winter snow storm of 2005.  Over 
the next three years, wishful, ro-
mantic people hauled off boards 
and beams, while contemplating 
some way to save something of 
the past  – or just save anything.  
At last, all that remained was a 
rubble-pile of ancient farm equip-
ment; moldy hay bales; a rusty, 
leaking bucket of tar; a tire; two 
rolls of snow fence; fertilizer long 
gone bad and plenty of old horse 
stuff.  Oh yes, there were the 
stairs that once led to the hay loft.  
Refusing to give up, alone and 
naked against the evening sky, 
our granddaughter Gabe called 
them “the stairway to heaven.”   
Now, the saving is over; the un-
wanted, unchosen and rejected 
have long-been hauled away in 
big trucks to a crematorium fire 
at the edge of the field.  Gloria 
(Mrs. Marple) and I restacked the 
foundation wall and planted ivy, 
trumpet vine, wisteria and Vir-
ginia creeper at its base.  It was a 
sort of “funeral for a friend.”  Yet, 
to stay as she was after the win-
ter storm would have been an in-
dignity and disgrace she had no 
reason to carry.
  Today, the early morning sun 
finds few kids feeding calves, 
when it arrives to brighten the 
golden straw bedding beneath 
their feet.  Families no longer 
work, struggle and survive to-
gether.  Children no longer get 
the cows.  Teenage kids no lon-
ger race each other to see who 
can mow away 2,000 bales of 
hay in a single day.  In 1957, 
there were over 1,200 dairy 
farms in Tioga County, PA alone; 
by 1988 there were 400; by 2005 
there were about 200.  By 2011, 
with the advent of the Natural 
Gas Industry, the number of dairy 
cows dropped by an additional 
18 percent.   It seems the End-
less Mountains, somehow, ex-
perienced an abrupt, unsettling, 
shaking deep within her tectonic 
plates.  As the shaking came to 
a gradual end, many of her peo-
ple found themselves scattered 
to places and tasks that were 
strange and unfamiliar.
  The camaraderie of work-ethic, 
responsibility, the “hands-on” 
learning of skills, the feeling of 
place and belonging, the com-

panionship and cooperation 
with Mother Earth that died with 
the family farm is something for 
which many of us still grieve.  So, 
once again on this early summer 
morning we planted flowers by 
what is left of the stone founda-
tion wall.  It made me think of an 
allegory I wrote about the Tioga 
County tract where Gloria’s folk 
settled in 1806.
  The End of the Line
 Relford Seymour had been 
standing in the corn crib looking 
through weathered, broken slats 
for an hour-and-a-half, going on 
forever.  The rotten, dusty wood 
cooked in the late summer sun, 
wafting the aroma of mold, rotten 
hay and fifteen-year-old cow pies.
  The last of the cattle trucks 
had rolled out.  On the edge of 
his mind, Relford could hear the 
John Deere 14-T baler rattle-clat-
tering down the farm road behind 
Raymond Judson’s rusty, beat-up 
Ford pickup.  Relford was the last 
living thing, stock or human, left 
on the old Seymour farm.
  The barns, sheds, milkhouse 
and farmstead were empty –for 
the first time ever.  Furniture, 
guns, milk cans, hayforks, ox 
yokes, wagons, harnesses, 
churns, cream separators, spin-
ning wheels, yarn winders, broad 
axes, adzes, shave hooks, sap 
pails, spoke shaves and an old 
flax-break made by great, great, 
granddad Harry Welch had found 
new owners from Maine to Ohio.  
The 1939 Studebaker truck was 
on its way to Quebec on a roll-
back.  John Burgess had round-
ed up the remainder of the scrap 
machinery from the hedgerows.  
Perhaps it would be melted into...  
–well, probably not farm machin-
ery.
  Nearly twenty decades had 
passed since Nathaniel Welch 
put plow to ground, piling rocks 
in neat, straight rows at the edge 
of newly defined fields.  Relford 
was the very last of the Welches 
and Seymours to coax a living 
from the rocky, reluctant, thin 
soil.  Now, he had grown old and 
feeble.  Childless, alone, the last 
chapter in an endless, ancient 
book.  The only thing left to do 
was cash the auctioneer’s check, 
which he held loosely, hesitantly, 
in his hand.

 On Monday, June 26, Citizens & 
Northern Bank hosted their sec-
ond annual C&N Charity Classic 
golf event at Tyoga Country Club 
in Wellsboro, PA. Proceeds from 
the event will be donated to 18 
local organizations that support 
children in need through C&N’s 
“Giving Back, Giving Together” 
community fundraising program. 
 Through the support of C&N 
team members, sponsors, clients 
and business partners, the event 
raised over $20,000 for these 
organizations. Thirty-four teams 
participated in a 4-person scram-
ble sponsored by Vantiv, with 
beverages provided by Proxy 
Trust, North Eastern Security 
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Systems and Batterson’s Bever-
age and lunch donated by Keck’s 
Food Services.
 In the week leading up to the 
event and throughout the day, 
participants could bid on silent 
auction items, including a signed 
Joe Montana San Francisco 
49ers helmet, Boomer Esiason 
signed football and other sports 
memorabilia items. All partici-
pants were entered into a draw-
ing for over 30 door prizes and 
invited to participate in a raffle for 
a Yeti Hopper Cooler, Masterbuilt 
Electric Smoker, Titleist golf balls 
and many other great prizes. TJ 
Howe, a local professional golfer, 
offered some help on Hole Three 
by hitting a tee ball for each team. 
Throughout the day, a putting 
contest was held on the practice 
green prior to Hole One. Follow-
ing the event, the players and 
supporters gathered to watch the 
final round of the putting contest 
on the 18th green, where Ralph 
Ruvolo won the $100 prize and 
donated it back to the cause. 
 This year’s “Giving Back, Giving 
Together” campaign is focused on 

 Taking home first place in the first flight, with a score of 59 
was from the left: Victor Cloos, Fred Badley, Bill Finkele, and 
Robert Anderson.

Canton Borough 
Recreation
Report  For June 
 Canton Borough Recreation 
Committee Chairman Paige Van-
Ryn and Recreation Manager 
Taylor Bingham provided a report 
to Canton Borough Council at the 
July meeting.
 46 Family and 16 individual 
passes have been sold.
 Area for new backboard has 
been made in  the office for ease 
of accessibility
 The Volleyball net has been in-
stalled
 There is severe cracking on the 
Tennis courts this year. This is 
being followed up with  the con-
tractor.
 The pavilion has been rented for  
birthday parties on August 6  and
August 19.
 So far, eight Community Satur-
day free swims have been held or 
are scheduled (as per list): June 
17 - Lions Club; June 24 – Chief 
Oil & Gas; July 1 – Chief Oil & 
Gas; July 8 – Canton Fire De-
partment; July 15 – Canton VFW 
Post 714; July 22 – St. John’s 
Church (Grover) – Night Swim; 
July 29 - Canton Area Chamber 
of Commerce; August 5 - Canton 
VFW Post 714
 These events are scheduled for 
the remainder of July and August
 • July 27, 1-3 p.m. – Animal 
Tracks (Nicole Harris)
 • July 29, 1 p.m. – Summer 
games
 • August 4, 1 p.m. – Volleyball 
game
 • August 5, 1 p.m. – Wiffleball 
game
 • August 7, 1 p.m. – Relay race
 • August 9, 1 p.m. – Cannonball 
contest
 • August 11, 1 p.m. – Splash 
contest
 • August 12, Dive-in movie 
(Time and move TBA)
 • August 14, 1 p.m. – Basketball 
shootoff
 • August 16, 1 p.m. – Salt & 
pepper race.
 All events are subject to 
change. You can send a mes-
sage to our Facebook page with 
any and all questions!  Here's to 
a fun filled summer at the Canton 
War Memorial Pool & Park!!! 
 A special thank you to the 
Canton Wine & Cheese Festival 
Committee for the donation of 
more than twenty bags of ice for 
the sno-cone machine!

Can Anyone Identify These People?

 This picture was among those found in a photo album that 
was discarded (perhaps inadvertently), and was found by 
some people in Canton. The album and pictures have been 
shown to several people here, but no one has been able to 
identify anyone. Most of the pictures are obviously of a fam-
ily and there must be some relatives who would love to have 
them returned.  This bowling team picture may be the "easiest" 
to identify, as it includes the name of an alley, a year and a 
league.  A quick check of "Manville Lanes" finds one in Man-
ville, NJ (since closed) and one in Pleasantville, NY, but there 
may be more. We would love to reunite the album with the 
family of its owner. Please contact our office if you can help.

TERRACE
 LANES

Thur. NighT Mixed doubles
suMMer league

FINAL STANDINGS
Week 9- July 13

J and J 26 14
CR 25 15
2 Abers 25 15
The Handicappers 24 16
Rockwell-Root   22.5   17.5
We Go   21.5    18.5
Gail and Dale 18 22
Jean and Jim 15 25
Mary & Vern Jr.   12.5   27.5
R and J   10.5   29.5
High Avg.:Men, Rick Stahle Sr, 189.
33;Walt Wolfe, 186.27;  Jessie Chil-
son, 184.13; Jim Northrop, 169.10. 
Women: Mary Buck, 153.47; Gail 
Wilcox, 149.47; Elaine Frey, 146.13; 
Rachel Root, 144.43
High Series: Jessie Chilson, 614;  
Rick Stahle Sr., 589;  Walt Wolfe, 
575;  Paul White, 548; Dale Bel-
lows, 505;  Tim Ayers, 504; Gail Wl-
cox, 487; Jim Northrup, 486; Missy 
Stroud, 476;   Mary Buck, 474; 
Daphne Aber, 468;  Kenny Rock-
well, 466.

Corey Creek Ladies
Golf League
 On July 18 the Corey Creek La-
dies Golf League played "Predic-
tion." (Players predicted gross 
score before play.)
 Winners: 18 holes - Margaret 
Honeywell and Bonnie Keil pre-
dicted correctly!
   9 holes - Tish Fiamingo predict-
ed correctly!
  Low Putts: 18 Holes - Donna 
Lauver, 32; Vida Davis, 32.
 9 holes - Gloria Clark, 14
 Low Gross: 18 holes - Donna 
Lauver, 84
 9 holes - Alana Dewey, 48
 Low Net: 18 holes - Margaret Hon-
eywell, 67
 9 holes -Sharon Wilber, 36
 Birdies: Donna Lauver, #4; Bon-
nie Keil, #7; Lorraine Forer, #9; 
Margaret Honeywell, #18.
 Chip-Ins: Gloria Clark, #2

helping children in need by part-
nering with 18 local organizations 
throughout our area in NY & PA. 
Throughout the year, C&N team 
members compete against each 
other to raise money for their or-
ganization with a goal of raising 
$60,000. There are several ways 
that you can get involved and take 
part in making a better life for lo-
cal, underprivileged children:
 Share & Like C&N’s Facebook 
posts with the hashtag #giving-
backgivingtogether. 
 We’ll again donate $1 for every 
like or share to the cause. Monetary 
donations are always welcomed.
 Visit us Sept 25 - Sept 30 or 
December 11 - December 16 for 
on-site events, including fund-
raisers, clothing, supply or food 
drives and other activities.
 Spread the word! “We’re raising 
money for the youth in our area 
to give them a chance at a bet-
ter life, so the day really had a 
mission and a purpose for every-
one involved,” said Brad Scovill, 
President and CEO of Citizens & 
Northern Bank. 
 Every child deserves a chance 
at living a good, fulfilling life. 
Although their stories may be 
heartbreaking, by giving back 
and giving together, we can give 
these children faith that there is 
good in this world.
 Citizens & Northern Bank is a 
local, independent community 
bank providing complete finan-
cial, investment and insurance 
services through 26 full service 
offices located throughout Cam-
eron, Potter, McKean, Tioga, 
Bradford, Sullivan and Lycoming 
counties in Pennsylvania and 
Steuben County, NY. C&N’s most 
recently opened Elmira, NY loan 
production office offers commer-
cial, residential and consumer 
lending services. C&N can be 
found on the worldwide web at 
www.cnbankpa.com. The Com-
pany’s stock is listed on NAS-
DAQ Capital Market Securities 
under the symbol CZNC.

 The first feature event of the 
evening was the Rear Wheel 
Drive class.  Larry Colton and 
Logan Bump made up the front 
row.  When the race began Colton 
grabbed the early lead.  He was 
challenged by Ben Hulslander 
for several laps.  Mike Koser was 
making his way to the front and on 
lap eight he stole the lead away.  
Koser continued to lead with 
Colton on his rear bumper.  When 
the checkers flew Mike Koser put 
his name again into the record 
books.  Larry Colton, Alan Black-
well, Ben Hulslander and Tyler 
Belcher rounded out the top five.
 Next up was the popular Front 
Wheel Drive division.  Randy 
Lane and Burt Maynard paced 
the field to the green flag.  May-
nard jumped into the early lead 
and never looked back.  The race 
for second was a battle between 
three drivers.  All hoping to take 
that second position and hunt 
down the number 69 of Maynard.  
Matt McKernan, Kenny Under-
wood and Mike Ely battled side 
by side for most of the feature 
event  For most of the laps you 
could have put a blanket over all 
three cars.  When the checkered 
flag flew on the 20 event it was 
Burt Maynard recording his first 
win of the 2017 season.  Mike 
Ely, Kenny Underwood, Matt 
McKernan and Randy Lane finish 
second through fifth.
  Bobby Maynard and Harry Ely 
brought the IMCA Style Modifieds 
to the green flag.   Ely lead the 
first two laps, with Gary Lam-
phere on his rear bumper.  On 
lap three Gary grabbed the lead, 
which lasted only two laps.  Keith 
Jack Lamphere took command of 
the lead.  On lap seven a major 
crash sent Harry Ely, Gary Lam-
phere and Don Cole all to the 
pits ending their night.  When the 
green flag fell again, Lamphere 
had control and went on to win.  
Finishing in second was Keith 
Lamphere Sr., Brad Sites was 
third, Bobby Maynard was fourth 
and fifth was Victor Mc Neal.
 The final event of the evening 
was the Street Stock/Pure Stock 
feature.  Due to the fact that there 
are only a couple of Pure Stocks, 

Lamphere Brings Home
The Win On Flynn 
Energy Night

they have elected to run them 
with the Street Stocks.  They will 
be awarded their own points for 
the race finish.  Back after a few 
weeks off Tommy Savercool was 
armed with a new ride.  He start-
ed in third, and grabbed the early 
lead.  He could not be caught and 
went on to record the feature win.  
Unfortunately in post race inspec-
tion he did not make the required 
weight.  So the win was taken 
away and given to Kevin Garland 
who ran a very competitive race  
Kevin held off Eddie McKernan 
who was driving the 44B, who 
finished second.  Josh Bailey fin-
ished in third, Louis Sharpsteen 
was fourth and Corey Kauffers 
finished in fifth.
 It was another great night of rac-
ing, as all the fans got their "Thrill 
On The Hill".  Special thanks to 
Flynn Energy for sponsoring the 
nights event.  This week the track 
will be silent for vacation and the 
Troy Fair.  On August 4th, it will 
be Elite Arms Night with twenty 
lap features in all division.  For 
more information visit the website 
at www.thehillspeedway.com

COMPLETE RUNDOWN:
 REAR WHEEL DRIVE WIN-
NER: MIKE KOSER,  Larry 
Colton, Alan Blackwell, Ben 
Hulslander, Tyler Belcher, Mike 
Navone, Ed Navone, Logan 
Bump, Stephanie Place, Eric 
Ellsworth
 FRONT WHEEL DRIVE WIN-
NER:  BURT MAYNARD, Mike 
Ely, Kenny Underwood, Matt 
McKernan, Randy Lane, Dillon 
Maryott, Greg Slater, Howard 
Bailey, Brad Benjamin(DNS)
 IMCA STYLE MODIFIED WIN-
NER: KEITH JACK LAMPHERE, 
Keith Lamphere Sr., Brad Sites, 
Bobby Maynard, Victor McNeal, 
Jake Maynard, Craig Smith, Ben-
nett Lennox, Brandon Hillyard, 
Harry Ely, Don Cole, Gary Lam-
phere
 STREET STOCK WINNER: 
KEVIN GARLAND, Eddie McK-
ernan, Devon Bailey, Louis 
Sharpsteen, Corey Kauffers, Dan 
Force, Dylon Hinkley, Tommy 
Savercool(DQ'D)
 PURE STOCK: DALTON HIN-
KLEY

 Grabbing his first victory of 2017 is Burt Maynard who cel-
ebrated the win with his mom.

 Keith Jack Lamphere records another feature win in the 
IMCA Style Mods.

 Tight racing action in the Front Wheel Drives.

 Mike Koser recorded another feature win in the Rear Wheel 
Drive Class.

__________ 
Attend the Tioga County Fair 
the first full week in August.

There are games, rides,
 entertainment, and displays.

The Canton Sentinel

110 Years Ago-1907
 Ray and Cecil Palmer of Roaring 
Branch have purchased a merry-
go-round and are entertaining the 
people at Oak Grove. 
 G M Coons and George Lewis 
started Monday for Norfolk, Va. 
They will visit the Jamestown Ex-
position.


