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Mt. Pisgah County Park 
Primitive Camping 
 The Bradford County Parks De-
partment is offering the following 
primitive camping special at Mt. 
Pisgah County Park for the month 
of June through July 4, 2017:
 $10.00 per site
 $8.00 per site for groups of 5 or 
more tents
 For  more  information  or  to  
make  reservations,  please  con-
tact  Tim  Eriksen  (Park Atten-
dant) via phone (570) 899-7313 or 
email  teriksen1@hotmail.com.

 Do you have a child that loves 
to discover nature?  Explore your 
4 or 5 year-old’s perspective on 
bugs, plants, birds, amphibians 
and mammals at Mt. Pisgah 
State Park’s Hide-n-Seekers Day 
Camp. 
  On June 28th & 29th, from 9 
a.m. until noon, Mt. Pisgah State 
Park Naturalist Nicole Harris & 
Bradford County Conservation 
District’s Environmental Educa-
tor Dan Rhodes will guide your 
child’s exploration of the natural 
world.  Children must be accom-
panied by an adult and should 
bring a snack.  
 Pre-registration is mandatory in 
order to participate in the valuable 
opportunity to expand your child’s 

REFLECTIONS IN NATURE  
 Bill Bower

OUTDOORS WITH JIM COLLINS

MOON OVER CANTON
 The times for moonrise and 
moonset for the coming week, 
localized for Canton's longitude:

June 22, 4:26 am, 7:07 pm
June 23, 5:18 am, 8:16 pm

New Moon, 10:32 pm
June 24, 6:17 am, 9:18 pm

June 25, 7:22 am, 10:12 pm
June 26, 8:30 am, 10:58 pm
June 27, 9:39 am, 11:38 pm

June 28, 10:46 am, no moon rise
June 29, 11:51 am, 12:13 am

SUNRISE, SUNSET
Here are the times for sunrise 
and sunset for the coming week, 
localized for Canton's longitude:

June 22, 5:33 am, 8:45 pm
June 23, 5:34 am, 8:46 pm
June 24, 5:34 am, 8:46 pm
June 25, 5:34 am, 8:46 pm
June 26, 5:35 am, 8:46 pm
June 27, 5:35 am, 8:46 pm
June 28, 5:36 am, 8:46 pm
June 28, 5:36 am, 8:46 pm

There will be 2 fewer minutes of 
daylight June 29 than June 22

TWILIGHT TIME
 Here are the times for twilight 
for the coming week, localized for 
Canton's longitude:

June 22, 4:59 am, 9:20 pm
June 23, 5:00 am, 9:20 pm
June 24, 5:00 am, 9:20 pm
June 25, 5:00 am, 9:20 pm
June 26, 5:01 am, 9:20 pm
June 27, 5:01 am, 9:20 pm
June 28, 5:01 am, 9:20 pm
June 29, 5:02 am, 9:20 pm

EMPCC's 23rd Golf 
Tournament. June 28
 Endless Mountains Pregnancy 
Care Center's 23rd Annual Ben-
efi t Golf Tournament will be held 
at Towanda Country Club on 
Wednesday, June 28th with a shot-
gun start at noon. A Captain and 
Crew format will be followed and 
the event will be held rain or shine.
 Registration is $80 for non-club 
members and $60 for members. 
The fee includes cart and green 
fees. There will be golf fl ight 
awards and many door prizes 
from area businesses.  
 A buffet dinner will follow the 
tournament as well.  Several spe-
cial close to the pin awards will 
be given out this year. For more 
information or to register a team 
by June 23, call (570) 673-4476 
or tournament director, Denny 
Vermilya at (570) 447-8499. 
 Visit http://www.empccfree.com 
for further details.

Sporting Clay Shoot At
Troy Rod & Gun Club
 The Troy Junior Sportsmen be 
hosting a sporting clay shoot and 
steak dinner on Saturday June 
24th from 9 until 2.
 Shoot to be held at Troy Rod 
and Gun Club Alparon Park gate 
#3. RSVP any member or 570-
250-1838.

Jim Collins is an outdoor writer 
for this newspaper. To contact 
him, email jimcollinsinsurance@
frontiernet.net; or write to him at 
Outdoors With Jim Collins, 87 
Windfall Road, Alba, PA 16910.

Ride-n-Seekers Day
Camp at Mt. Pisgah

awareness of nature.  Please call 
the Park Offi ce at (570)297-2734 
by June 26th, so your child will be 
able to touch and grow at Mt. Pis-
gah State Park.
All programs are free and open to 
the public.  In addition to sched-
uled programs, group program-
ming can also be arranged.  For 
more information about program-
ming or the park, contact the of-
fi ce at (570) 297-2734.  

Top Bowlers At
Canton Lanes
 Top scores at Canton Lanes for 
the week beginning June 12:
Men:
Mike Morse 248 221 236 705
Keith Morgan 224 245 212 681
Gene Vermilya 194 196 267 657
Stacey Lewis 224 257 166 647
Logan Kenyon 235 214 188 637
Chad Saltsman 191 223 221 635
Brandon Wesneski 185 234 204 623

 Recently the Bradford Co. 
Friends of the NRA regretfully 
accepted the resignation of 
long time board member, Bill 
Bower. Bill is stepping away 
to help with other projects for 
the game commission. We will 
greatly miss Bill’s contributions 
to our organization and in rec-
ognition of Bill’s twenty years 
of service to the NRA. They 
presented a check for $150 to 
purchase a seat in Bill Bowers 
honor at the Troy Sale Barn. 
    They thanked Bill for all his 
help and dedication and wish 
him the very best in his future 
endeavors. 

Corey Creek Ladies
Golf League
 On June 13 the Corey Creek La-
dies Golf League played "Orange 
Tees" (Players counted net on 2 
par 5's, on 2 par 3's and on 5 par 
4's)
 Winners: 18 holes - Terry Bridg-
es, 25
   9 holes - Sharon Wilber, 10.
 Low Putts: 18 Holes - Alana 
Dewey, 31
 9 holes - Sandy Davis, 20; Gloria 
Clark, 20; Melinda Fekety, 20
 Low Gross: 18 holes -Terry 
Bridges, 78
 9 holes - Sharon Wilber, 51
 Low Net: 18 holes -Vida Davis, 65
 9 holes - Melinda Fekety, 43; 
Debbie Collins, 43
 Birdies: None
Chip-Ins: Sharon Wilber, #9.

 The mountain laurel, which is 
now in bloom, became our state 
fl ower by Act 107 on May 5th, 
1933. Gifford Pinchot, who was the 
Father of American Forest Conser-
vation, nominated the mountain 
laurel to be our state fl ower. Gif-
ford's wife, Cornelia, then success-
fully used her infl uence to have the 
legislators vote for the plant.
 During the middle of June, pink 
buds appear on the mountain lau-
rel plant, and as they begin to open, 
white fl owers are revealed. As the 
fl owers mature they will once again 
turn pink.  Each fl ower blooms in 
a cluster approximately six-inches 
across, with a small crimson star 
shaped marking in the center.  
 The plant has a very unusual 
way of cross-pollinating by set-
ting a trap for insects entering 
the fl owers. When the fully ma-
tured stamens are bent over and 
hooked lightly to the corolla walls, 
they are under such pressure that 
the weight of a bee landing on a 
fl ower releases the trap, causing 
the stamens to spring upward 
and douse the bee with pollen. 
These pollen grains, which are 
sticky, assure their being carried 
to the next fl ower.  The number 
one pollinator of the laurels is 
usually the bumblebee. 
 In the wild, laurel grows in the 
most inhospitable places, such 
as rocky areas and especially un-
der the shade of oaks, where the 
acidity is high. Mountain laurel 
spreads in three ways: a spread-
ing root system that sends up 
new shoots; layering, which oc-
curs when the branches touch 
the ground and send down a 
root and from the seeds. These 
mountain laurel stands often be-
come so thick it is almost impos-
sible to walk through them.
 Many years ago our family went 
to the Kellogg Mountain to look 
for man-made stone pyramids 
that I had heard stories about. 
We learned that the stone pyra-
mids were actually piles of stone 
that a farmer had stacked when 
clearing his land many years be-
fore. However, we did see thick 
stands of mountain laurel in full 
bloom that day and what a beau-
tiful sight they were.
 Along with the mountain laurel, 
we saw and heard hundreds and 
hundreds of gypsy moth chomp-
ing on the leaves of the forest 
trees. The sound they made was 
almost deafening. The gypsy 
moth did not appear to be eating 
the leaves of the mountain laurel. 
The gypsy moth, which is native 
to Europe and Asia, is an invasive 
moth that defoliates hundreds of 
acres of forests from New England 
and west to Michigan and south to 
Virginia; on the west coast from 
California to British Columbia.
 The gypsy moth was introduced 
to the United States in 1869 by 
Leopold Trouvelot, a French art-
ist, astronomer and amateur en-
tomologist. He imported some 
eggs of this species to Medford, 
Massachusetts, with the idea of
breeding a silk-spinning caterpil-
lar that would be more resistant 
to disease than the domesti-
cated silkworm. Unfortunately, 
the caterpillars escaped into his 
backyard.  About ten years later, 
the caterpillars began to appear 
in large swarms, and by the late 
1880s, they were causing severe 
defoliation in the area.
 So far this year, DCNR sprayed 
46,000 acres of land, which is  
down signifi cantly from 136,000 
acres last year. While gypsy moth 
numbers appear to be in a down 
cycle for 2017 (the cold, damp 

 Mt. Laurel fl owers just begin-
ning to open
spring helped), DCNR says the 
problem is still signifi cant. The 
most deeply affected regions in-
clude northeastern Pennsylvania, 
including Carbon, Luzerne, Le-
high and Northampton counties. 
Small portions of Cumberland, 
Dauphin, Juniata and Perry Coun-
ties will also receive spraying. 
    After hatching in May from buff-
colored egg masses deposited 
on tree trunks or in more shel-
tered places, the tiny (quarter-
inch-long) caterpillars almost im-
mediately climb upward toward 
sunlight and begin to feed on the 
leaves.
 Many will begin to spin long 
silken threads on which they drop 
from the foliage. The wind then 
helps in dispersing the caterpil-
lars to other trees, resulting in 
redistribution of the larvae. Once 
the caterpillars fi nd a suitable 
tree (oak, birch and apple trees 
are favorites) they begin eating 
the leaves; growing rapidly and 
molting their skins to accommo-
date their increasing size.
 Mountain laurel is more benefi -
cial to wildlife as cover than it is 
as food. Deer are known to feed 
on the mountain laurel, which is 
said to raise their body tempera-
ture during a prolonged cold spell.  
Without ill effects, deer can feed 
upon it as a last resort against 
starvation. However, other wild 
animals and domestic animals 
will become sick and sometimes 
die from eating the mountain lau-
rel due to the plant's leaves and 
stems containing chemicals that 
are toxic to most animals.  
 There is a persistent myth that 
the designation of being a state 
fl ower affords mountain laurel a 
protected status; however, this 
is not true. No one is allowed to 
remove any plant from public or 
private land without permission 
from the landowner. There are no 
legal restrictions on the cultivation 
of mountain laurel. And there are 
many good reasons to grow and 
enjoy Pennsylvania's State fl ower. 

 If you haven't seen the mountain 
laurel as yet, I'm fairly sure that a 
ride through the mountains in the 
next few days will still allow you to 
see our state fl ower in bloom.

Valley Bridge Club
Announces Winners
 Dr. Marc Alpert of Queen Esther 
Estates, Wilawana, and Jeffrey 
Dann of Athens Township, were 
the winning pair at the Valley 
Bridge Club’s Monday Evening 
Bridge Game, held on June 5 in 
Athens Township.  Donna Detrick 
of Sayre and Beverly Dann of 
Athens Township were the sec-
ond place pair.
 Donna Detrick of Sayre was the 
winner at the Valley Bridge Club’s 
Tuesday Afternoon Bridge Game 
held on June 6 in Athens Town-
ship.  Tied for second place were 
Marie Preston of Sayre, John 
Mras of Binghamton NY, and Bob 
Urban of Waverly NY.

 The Amazing 
Honey bee – Part II
 When we vis-
ited friends for sup-
per last week, the 
hosts informed us 
that another colony 
of honey bees had 

taken residence at a site on their 
garage, unattached to the house.  
They told us that the original 
swarm was located in a maple 
tree, about 100 yards from this 
new group.  It was exciting to our 
hosts and to us that apparently 
a new colony split from the origi-
nal colony.  It turns out that this 
was probably what happened, 
although any beekeepers among 
you readers are invited to correct 
me or add to this information.  In 
my last column I told about the 
honey bee colony we have this 
year in our backyard.
 I learned one new thing about 
honey bees in summer.  As we 
watched the site at their garage, 
we saw bees returning to hive un-
til almost dark.  I never watched 
a hive site until dark before; I as-
sumed that the bees return after 
sundown; but not until almost 
dark.
 That started some research on 
the subject.  But fi rst, it is inter-
esting understand the makeup of 
a bee colony.  The colony gener-
ally consists of one queen bee, 
a fertile female.  It also includes 
thousands of fertile males, also 
known as drones.  Lastly the col-
ony includes thousands of worker 
bees; all sterile females.   A typi-
cal hive is located in a cavity of 
a tree.  I do not know what types 
of trees are preferred by honey 
bees; our colony is located in a 
maple tree.
 Drones develop from unfertil-
ized eggs, while queens and 
worker bees develop from fertil-
ized eggs.  The larvae are ini-
tially fed with royal jelly produced 
by worker bees.  They are later 
switched to a diet of honey and 
pollen.  One larvae is fed solely 
on royal jelly.  This larvae will de-
velop into a new queen bee.
 Why do bees leave the home 
hive to establish a new colony?  
There are a lot of possible an-
swers to this question.  One 
answer is simply continued ex-
istence of the colony.  When the 
new queen is done with her multi-
ple moltings, she spins a cocoon 
within the cell and pupates into 
an adult.
 When she reaches adulthood, 
this new virgin queen goes on 
mating fl ights away from the hive.  
She mates with multiple drones 
and returns to the hive.  The 
drones die in the act of mating.
 Shortly thereafter, after many 
scouting trips by worker bees to 
fi nd a good location for a new 
hive, the newly fertile queen 
leaves the original hive and es-
tablishes a new hive, taking with 
her a large group of worker bees.  
It is believed that honey bees use 
magnetic fi elds to navigate.  Birds 
do the same thing.  I also think 

that like a human household, 
there can only be one queen bee 
in a hive/house.
 Here is another interesting item 
regarding honey bees looking for 
food that I have observed quite 
often.  The workers do a pattern 
of dancing to communicate the 
sources of food with each other.  
This is known as a bee dance 
or even a round dance.  When 
I have been afi eld and watch-
ing honey bees collecting pollen 
and nectar, I have seen them do 
some interesting fl ights.  Now I 
know what that all means. 
 God has given us many crea-
tures to observe and enjoy.  
Honey bees certainly fi t that bill 
nicely.  If you want to encourage 
honey bees on your property, 
plant fl owers and bushes such 
as Russian Sage and Rose-Of-
Sharon.  As stated previously, 
honey bees also fl ock to red and 
white clover.  I watch where I step 
very carefully in our backyard 
around patches of clover.  I also 
do the same thing while mowing 
the yard, stopping the mower to 
allow the honey bees to clear that 
patch of clover.
 I have received many compli-
ments on my outdoor columns; 
and they are always appreci-
ated.  Some readers have told 
me that while they do not hunt 
or fi sh, they enjoy the outdoors 
and all the birds, plants, trees, 
insects that they see.  While I 
enjoy reading about hunting and 
fi shing, the fact is that only 7% 
of Pennsylvanians hunt and ap-
proximately the same percentage 
is true of fi shing; although I think 
the percentage is slightly higher.  
If this column provides the reader 
with a greater enjoyment of the 
outdoors, it has achieved its pur-
pose.
 Lastly, remember Freedom is 
not Free.  Our comrades in the 
United States Military established 
that for all of us starting in 1776.  
It was NOT the debate of Lex-
ington and Concord, it was the 
battle.  Many were killed and in-
jured in those battles.  When you 
hit your knees tonight in prayer, 
remember those who are serv-
ing and have served and given 
their bodies and even their lives 
to preserve this Freedom.   God 
Bless America!

$15 - At the Gate
Tickets include wine tasting & tasting glass

Photo ID Required

$5 - Designated Driver 
& Under 21

This Saturday!  June 24, 2017
11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Manley-Bohlayer Farm
141 East Canton Cross Road 

Home of the PA Apple & Cheese Festival

Canton
Wine & 
Cheese
Festival

Canton
Wine & 
Cheese
Festival

Come Enjoy 
Pennsylvania Wines, 

Crafts and Food

Featured Entertainment:

Acoustic Pawnshop 
- 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

A-Team
- 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

No pets will be permitted on the field
For more information visit www.CantonWineAndCheese.com or find us on Facebook!

Funded in part by the Bradford County Tourism Promotion Agency


