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eryone and anyone 
should strive to be a 
good citizen.”

Gates looks forward 
to the opportunity to 
meet and engage with 
voters across Bradford 
County as he runs an 
issues-focused, con-
structive campaign.  He 
recognizes that no mat-
ter what your political 
party or affiliation is, he 
will confront the oppor-
tunities and challenges 
facing Democrats, Re-
publicans and Indepen-
dents alike today.  The 

son of Wayne and Juan-
ita Gates, two retired 
public school teach-
ers, he looks forward to 
learning what voters’ 
concerns are, while also 
addressing how to tackle 
population and work-
force shortages, work 
on fixing mental health, 
substance abuse and 
housing problems, and 
bolster confidence in our 
government and pride in 
our communities.

For more information 
about the candidate’s 
official “Gates for Com-
missioner” committee, 
contact Committee Chair 
Bob Hugg (570-297-
4580) or Treasurer Marie 
Seymour (570-297-3452).

second place winners 
who will each receive a 
prize basket, along with 
a runner-up winner will 
receive a Certificate and 
a large popcorn, for each 
age group bracket.  Also, 
superlative prizes that 
were applicable, out of 
all the contestants of the 
evening event, like most 
dramatic or best overall 
group performance, etc. 
were given out at the end 
of the event.  In addi-
tion, all performers were 
given a complimentary 
ticket to come back to the 
Rialto to see any movie 
of their choice.

Frye provided the stu-
dents with instructions 
with regard to the pro-
cess of the talent show 
before it began.  He said 
to the students, “thank 
you for stepping out-
side your comfort zones 
and coming out and do-
ing this.”   Mary Beth 
Schoonover encouraged 
the students by saying, 
“Good luck everyone, 
break a leg.”  Mariano 
advised the perform-
ers, “be very proud of 
yourself for stepping up 
to do this.”  “Show sup-
port for each other, you 
are all doing an amazing 
job,” Callahan stated to 
the performers.  Frye ad-
vised the group, “if you 
make a mistake, keep 
going, no one will ever 
know.”

After Frye had com-
pleted his instructions to 
the students with regard 
to the process of the tal-
ent show, students were 
asked who would like 
to provide some back-
ground on their specific 
performance they were 
going to do for the tal-
ent show and if they had 
any comments for the 
newspaper.  There was 
overwhelming interest 
from the students to be 
interviewed.  

First was Silva Ko-
ernig, who is doing a 
gymnastics routine, 
consisting of tucks and 
flips.  She said, “at eight 
months old, my Mom, 
Terra, helped coach me.”  
Lillian Wilcox, along 
with Luxx Shaw, will 
be singing “Firework.”  
Wilcox said, “I began 
singing when I was three 
years old, by singing 
“Call Me Maybe.”  Elle 
Shedden was excited 
about drawing a picture 
at the Rialto Theatre.  She 
said, “I started draw-
ing when I was about 
six years old.”  She likes 
to draw animals, poke-
mon and dragons.  She 
has siblings Blair and 

Isabelle.  Hadley Wilbur 
sang with Abigail Twist 
and Brooklyn Burger.  
She said she started sing-
ing “Twinkle, Twinkle 
Little Star” when she 
was about two years 
old.  Burger stated she 
was two or three years 
old when she started 
singing and Twist said 
she was about five years 
old when she started 
singing.  Grant Jennings 
said, “I sing 11 hours out 
of the day.”  He started 
singing when he was 
seven or eight years old.  
Ike Preston started learn-
ing how to play the pia-
no in kindergarten. Tom-
my Preston said they just 
formed the band, “3:1” 
when they heard about 
the talent show and just 
started practicing.  He 
said Stella Rockwell 
is the lead guitar and 
singer, Link Vermilya on 
guitar, Levi Vermilya is 
on drums and he plays 
the piano.  He said their 
next song they will be 
practicing is “Some Kind 
of Wonderful.”  Kylee 
Kilmer is 15 years old 
and she said, “I want to 
give a shout out to Mr. 
Frye, thanks to him, he 
has picked up the music 
program and made it so 
much better.”  She will 
also be in the next Dra-
ma Club presentation of 
“Into the Woods”. Lily 
Drever said, “I want to 
thank Mr. Frye for every-
thing he has done for the 
school music program.”  

Before the evening’s 
talent show even got 
underway, Lee Preston 
and Emersyn Preston, 
gave a little pre-show, 
dance off, with Lee 
Preston handing it off 
to Emersyn Preston, as 
the ‘winner’.  Although 
they both were excellent 
at demonstrating their 
talents, along with some 
unexpected moves and 
used the stage area quite 
well.

The show began with 
the first age group brack-
et, consisting of students 
in first grade through 
fifth grade.  The first 
performer was Aaralinn 
Boggs, a fifth grader, 
who played the piano 
very well.  The second 
performer was Bryson 
Ackley, also a fifth grad-
er, who sang “Sunroof”.  
Next, Emersyn Preston, 
a second grader, per-
formed some gymnastic 
maneuvers and cheer 
moves to the “Fight 
Song”.  Then, a trio of 
fourth graders, consist-
ing of Burger, Twist and 
Wilbur, sang “Be a Chief 
(The Chief Song).” Shed-
den was a fourth grade 
student who demon-
strated and gave ver-
bal instruction on how 
to draw ‘Pikachu from 

Pokeman’.  She said, “I 
am so excited!”  Then, 
the youngest performer 
of the evening, first grad-
er, Ike Preston, played 
“Morning Prayer” on the 
piano, with Frye accom-
panying him on the sec-
ond duet part.  Last, but 
definately not least, were 
the duo of fifth grad-
ers, Elleyahnna VanNoy 
and Piper Tillotson, who 
sang, “Grenade.”

Winners in this age 
category were:  first 
place was Shedden, 
second place was Van-
Noy and Tillotson and 
runner-up was Emersyn 
Preston.

The next age group 
category was for sixth 
to eighth graders.  The 
first student to perform 
in this bracket was Ko-
ernig, a seventh grader, 
who did a gymnastic 
routine to MP3, “Belly 
Dance.”  Next, Xavierra 
Preston, a sixth grader, 
sang acapella, “Little Do 
You Know.” 

Then, a singing duo, 
Shaw and Wilcox, sev-
enth graders, sang, 
“Firework.”  Grant Jen-
nings, a sixth grade stu-
dent, sang, “Where Were 
You When the World 
Stopped Turning?” 
which brought tears to 
many in the audience.  

Then, a duet of girls, 
Kiara Stone and Gwen-
dolyn Wile, both eighth 
graders, sang, “Starting 
Over,” with Wile playing 
the piano. 

The final performer 
for this category was the 
band, “3:1,” consisting 
of Tommy Preston on the 
piano, Stella Rockwell 
playing the lead guitar 
and is lead singer, Levi 
Vermilya on the drums 
and Link Vermilya on 
guitar, rocked the house 
with playing Journey’s 
“Don’t Stop Believing.”

Winners in this cat-
egory were:  first place 
was the band, “3:1”, 
performing “Don’t Stop 
Believing,” second place 
was duet, Stone and 
Wile performing “Start-
ing Over” and runner-
up was Koernig with her 
gymnastic routine. 

The final age group 
category was the ninth 
to twelfth graders.  Sev-
enth and ninth grade 
students, respectively, 
Leanne Chilson and 
Searesha Ward sang 
“Dark Side.”  Next, 
Kylee Kilmer, eleventh 
grader, sang a classic hit 
from musical theatre, 
“Anything Goes” from 
“Anything Goes,” with 
Frye on piano.  Paige 
Collister, a twelfth grade 
student, sang “Warrior”, 
with Frye playing the pi-
ano.  Lily Drever, a tenth 
grade student, sang The 
Chicks hit, “Traveling 

Soldier,” with Frye on 
piano.  

The last performer of 
this category and for the 
evening was tenth grad-
er, Taran Bellows, who 
sang, “Empty Chairs 
at Empty Tables” from 
“Les Miserables,” with 
Frye playing piano.

Winners of this age 
category were: first place 
was Bellows, second 
place went to Kilmer 
and the runner- up was 
Collister.

Superlativel prizes 
were given to the fol-
lowing for the specified 
category.  For most musi-
cal, Stone and Wile won.  
The most comedic win-
ner was Shedden for her 
drawing.  Kilmer won 
for most dramatic.  For 
most original, Koernig 
won for her gymnastic 
routine.  The band, “3:1,” 
won best group perfor-
mance.  For best solo 
performance, Bellows 
won, along with being 
the winner for the best 
overall performance.

 Frye closed the pro-
gram by saying, “thank 
our judges, Dr. Amy 
Martell, Mike Wells, 
Brenda Holland and Da-
vid Loomis.”  “Thank 
you so much for coming 
tonight, if you enjoyed 
what you saw and you 
would like to donate, 
please do so on your 
way out.”  He also said, 
“I appreciate everything 
the theatre did.”    His 
final statement was, “As 
they say in New York, 
have a great night.”

Frye had also present-
ed a beautiful bouquet of 
flowers during the event 
to Mariano, to show his 
appreciation for all of 
her assistance with the 
talent show.  He said, 
“this would not have 
been possible, especially 
for some of our young-
est students, without the 
love and care and amaz-
ing person you are, Kar-
en Mariano.”  “Thank 
you for all you do for 
us,” Frye concluded.

Frye also acknowl-
edged and thanked 
Chris Boggs for operat-
ing the sound system 
for the show.  Dave Pres-
ton was one of the stage 
crew that assisted with 
the microphone place-
ment for each performer 
and Brian Greenough 
was video taping the 
event live on the Rialto’s 
facebook page. 

rock concerts a year.  Two 
more upcoming concerts 
this year, will be “Free 
Bird: A Tribute to South-
ern Rock”, which will be 
held on Friday, March 10 
and Saturday, March 11 
at the CAC in Williams-
port.  On Friday, April 28 
and Saturday, April 29, 

“The Show Must Go On:  
The Music of Queen” 
will also be shown at the 
CAC.

The concert on this 
Saturday, Jan. 28 is one 
night only.  The cost is 
$20 in advance or $25 
at the door (plus fees) 
available through the 
Community Arts Center 
box office located at 220 
West Fourth Street, Wil-
liamsport.  It is almost 
a sold out show.  Tick-
ets are available at CA-
CLive.com.
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570-297-3030
VickeryFuneralHome.com

Did you know you can transfer your prearranged funeral from 
any funeral home at no charge? Licensed staff are ready to 
assist you with this simple process.

Transfer Your Funeral 
FOR FREE

Caseman Receives
honors for Apple Pie at  

PA Farm Show
by Sherry Lambert

sherryl@myweeklysentinel.com
SHUNK - Eloise Case-

man, was so excited to 
enter her most famous 
apple pie into the 2023 
Blue Ribbon Apple Pie 
Contest at the 107th PA 
Farm Show.  She and her 
friend, Clarice Chandler, 
who accompanied her on 
her endeavor, left their 
hometown of Shunk 
on Friday, Jan. 6 to stay 
overnight in Harrisburg.

Since Caseman knew 
there would be a lot of 
entries, she wanted to ar-
rive at the Show as early 
as possible to enter her 
apple pie.  Her anticipa-
tion was beneficial since 
she was the first one at 
the Show on Saturday 
morning to enter her 
apple pie!

There were a total of 
72 entries of apple pies.  
Her anticipation to see 
where she would place 
out of that many entries 
was surely overwhelm-
ing for this young 90 
year old lady, from a 
small, country town of 
Shunk.  She was the old-
est to enter this year’s 
competition.

Caseman said, “this 
is the first time I entered 
anything in the Farm 
Show.”  Caseman ad-
vised they judge them all 
and take a recess.  Then 
the judges come up with 
25 people that move 
onto the next phase and 
then choose ten entries 
out of them.  Finally, the 
judges pick the top five 
winners.  An appropri-
ate place ribbon is given 
to all five winners and 
first through third place 
winners also receive a 
monetary gift.

Entries were evalu-
ated by a panel of judges 
on taste, presentation, 
consistency and other 
metrics.

Caseman said, “I’ve 
never done anything like 
that in my life!”  “It was 
very interesting,” she 
said.

By now, everyone is 
wondering if Caseman 
got an award for her 
famous apple pie.  Her 
daughter was happy 
to report that her mom 
won fifth place!  She was 
presented with a fifth 
place ribbon.

On the same day that 
she won fifth place for 
her apple pie, Caseman 
became a great-great-
grandmother.  Talk 
about an award, nothing 
much beats that!  

Caseman’s daughter, 
Esther Perry, had con-
tacted the Canton In-
dependent Sentinel to 
advise of her mother’s 
endeavors.  Since her 
excitement was evident 
and she was definately 
proud of her mother’s 
willingness to compete 
on the state level, a post 
was made on the news-
paper’s facebook page so 
people could follow the 
excitement of her entry 
and await the final deci-
sion of the judges.  Perry 
said, “she is very excited 
and she has a very large 
number of friends and 
family cheering her on!”

This is not the first 
time that Caseman’s 
most famous apple pies 
have won a ribbon.  She 
just won first place for 
her apple pie at the Sul-
livan County Fair last 
year.  She won $50, in 
addition to a ribbon.  

She has been a life-
long member of the Sul-
livan County Fair and 
has worked the main 
gate for decades.  There 
she has entered the apple 
pie contest for numerous 
years and has won more 
than 62 ribbons.  Recent-
ly, she received a lifetime 
achievement award from 
the Sullivan County 
Commissioners during 
the 2022 Sullivan Coun-
ty Fair at the fairgrounds 
in Forksville.  State Rep. 
Tina Pickett, the Sullivan 
Fair Board and Commis-
sioners honored her for 
being in the Fair for 30 
years.

In addition, Caseman 
is the founder of the 
Sullivan County Chili 
Cook-Off held every 
year in October, which 
benefits a local resident 
who is in need of finan-
cial help.  She has also 
took first place for her 

chili and apple pie at the 
same time.

Being a widow her-
self, she has an annual 
widows’ tea at the End-
less Winds Fire Compa-
ny in Shunk to reminisce 
and share laughs and 
hugs, along with snacks 
and beverages. 

In addition to every-
thing else Caseman is in-
volved in, she is also the 
CEO of From the Farm 
in Wellsboro.   They 
make goats milk soaps 
and lotions, etc.  To add 
to the list of things she 
does, she also writes a 
column each week for 
the Sullivan Review and 
she  is and has been the 
judge in the elections at 
the Fox Township poll-
ing place. Also, she has 
made 162 dozen Easter 
eggs and shipped them 
all over the country.  She 
has come across people 
from Freeland and Cali-
fornia that have received 
her candy eggs.

This is not the first 
time she has been a ‘ce-
lebrity’.  In 1992, she was 
on WNEP with her pen 
and pencil collection.
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Eloise Caseman won 
fifth place for her well 
known apple pie at the 
107th PA Farm Show in 
Harrisburg 


